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To  the  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND,  the  PROVOST, 
MAGISTRATES  and  COUNCILLORS  of  the  BURGH  of  GREENOCK. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
the  Burgh  for  the  year  1959. 

The  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  gained  impetus  during 
the  Spring  and  Summer  months  of  the  year,  and  during  one  period  of 
8 weeks,  20,000  anti-poliomyelitis  injections  were  carried  out  by  the 
staff  of  this  Department. 

One  typhoid  case  occurred  during  the  year  and  once  again  a history 
was  obtained  of  recent  consumption  of  shellfish. 

One  paratyphoid  case  was  diagnosed  and  in  this  instance  a carrier 
state  remained,  but  intelligent  co-operation  by  the  household  has  mini- 
mised the  danger  to  the  community. 

In  the  Summer  months  there  were  several  sporadic  cases  of  food 
poisoning,  one  fatality  resulting,  but  no  major  case  of  food  hygiene 
neglect  was  detected. 

The  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  School  Health  Service 
reveals  the  satisfactory  comparison  which  can  be  made  on  the  subject 
of  heights  and  weights  of  school  children  examined  in  1959  as  compared 
with  those  seen  in  the  year  1939. 

The  death-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  reached  a new  low  record  in  Greenock  in  1959. 

The  building  of  the  new  multi-purpose  clinic  m the  South-West 
area  of  the  Burgh  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  continued  loyal  service.  I am  also  grateful  for 
the  co-operation  of  other  officials  and  to  the  members  of  the  Health. 
Welfare  and  other  Committees  of  the  Corporation  for  their  continued 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servan1., 

G.  S.  CARRICK, 

Medica  Oflh  zr  of  Health. 


c 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1959 

Population  as  estimated  at  middle  of  1959  78.350 

Acreage  of  Burgh 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  18-84 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  population  20-9 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births 3-2 

Marriage  rate  (uncorrected) 

Death-rate  — all  causes,  per  1.000  of  population 11-9 

Death-rate  — tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Death-rate  — tuberculosis  (respiratory)  0-17 

Death-rate  — principal  epidemic  diseases O il 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1.000  live  births 
Neo-natal  death  rate  per  1.000  live  births  ... 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

Maternal  death  rate  per  1.000  total  births  ... 

All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  where  otherwise 
indicated. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

P01PFL^TI°N— The  estimate  of  the  population  by  the  Registrar 

ffM&Mfi*?-1959  V8-35?,  ™s  figure  is  used  as  the  basis 

ot  all  statistical  calculations  unless  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimate  is  an  increase  of  382  over  that  of  1958. 

oi7o.-T«e  in?rease  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  is  700.  The 

average  of  the  previous  five  years  was  690. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE. — The  number  of  live  births,  after 
is°20qtlnprf?h  trans^er-  was  1 635  (831  males,  804  females)  and  the  rate 

ILffWe  /ears  w“  20.8  rate  WaS  2°'5  and  the  average  for  the 

The  birth  rate  in  Scotland  as  a whole  was  19.1. 

Tables  I and  III  give  further  information  on  this  subject. 

RJ  infantile  mortality,  neo  natal  deaths  and  still 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  57 
(31  males  and  26  females),  the  same  total  as  in  1958,  but  below  the 
quinquennial  average  of  61. 

r.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  (i.e.  deaths  within  the  first  year  of 
for  ScotlandTs  t2h8°usand-  The  Quinquennial  average  is  38  and  the  rate 

• .Jhe  ueo-natal  death  rate  (i.e.  deaths  within  first  four  weeks  of  life) 
thousand  as  compared  with  21  in  1958.  The  quinquennial  rate 
is  23.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  19. 

Stillbirths  numbered  44,  giving  a rate  of  26  per  thousand  total 
oirtns,  as  against  the  quinquennial  average  of  29.  The  rate  for  Scot- 
iana  is  2*2,. 


R,irihE^TIu?=;oAN^  deATH  RATE— The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the 
V1  ii?u9’_,a%r  correction  for  transfers,  is  935  (498  males,  437 
females).  The  death  rate  is  11.9  per  thousand  of  the  population,  which 
is  an  increase  on  the  rate  of  11.3  in  1958,  but  the  same  as  the  quin- 
quennial average. 

The  death  rate  for  Scotland  in  1959  is  12.1. 

V6uagu  ageu  at  death  (excluding  infant  deaths)  was  68  as 
against  66  which  is  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 

Table  II  gives  further  information  regarding  deaths  in  1959. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH.— The 

death  during  1959  — 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Malignant  Disease 
Cerebral  Vascular  Lesions 
Violence 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 


following  were  the  chief  causes  of 


351  = 38%  of  total  deaths 
167  =18%  of  total  deaths 
121  = 13%  of  total  deaths 
45  = 5%  of  total  deaths 
41  = 4%  of  total  deaths 
31  = 3%  of  total  deaths 
15  = 1£%  of  total  deaths 


thu  ?iseaseQs  ”£  Circulatory  System.— Of  the  number  of  deaths  from 
thf.  = ause’  321  were  from  diseases  of  the  heart,  with  a death  rate  of  4.1. 
ame  as  in  1958,  but  higher  than  the  quinquennial  average  of  3.96. 
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For  classification  and  grouping  in  ages  of  the  heart  diseases,  see 
Table  II. 

Malignant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  responsible 
for  167  deaths  (90  males,  77  females),  which  is  four  more  than  in  1958. 
The  death  rate  is  2.1  as  compared  with  2.09  in  the  previous  year  and 
2.08  the  quinquennial  average.  Forty-one  deaths  from  respiratory 
cancer  (36  males,  5 females)  were  recorded,  distributed  as  follows: — 

85  & 

Age  Group  35-44  45-54  55-64  65-74  75-84  over 

Males  _---4  7 12  8 

Females  - — — 1 2 


The  following  is  the  distribution  of  all  cancer  by  age  groups: — 

Age  85  & 

Group  1-4  5-9  10-14  15-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  65-74  75-84  over 

Males  — — — 1 1 6 12  26 

Females  2 — 1 1 — 2 8 16  20 

2 0 1 2 1 8 20  42  47  42  2 


Diseases  of  Nervous  System — The  deaths  classified  in  this  group 
totalled  129  of  which  121  were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism 
or  thrombosis.  The  death  rate  from  these  causes  was  1.54  and  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  was  1.60. 

Deaths  from  Violence. — These  numbered  45  of  which  8 (7  males.  1 
female)  were  suicidal,  4 were  motor  vehicle  accidents,  22  (13  males.  9 
females)  due  to  accidents  in  the  home,  and  11  due  to  other  forms  of 
accidents. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1958  were  5 suicides.  9 motor  vehicle 
accidents,  13  home  accidents  and  11  others. 

Of  the  accidents  in  the  home  in  1959.  5 involved  children  under  1 
year,  3 involved  adults  under  55  years  of  age,  and  the  remainder  (14  ) 
adults  above  55  years  of  age. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — Excluding  tuberculosis,  these 
diseases  caused  75  deaths,  which  gives  a rate  of  0.96  compared  with  65 
deaths  and  a rate  of  0.83  in  1958.  The  average  of  deaths  in  this  category 
over  the  last  five  years  has  been  71,  with  a rate  of  0.92. 

Bronchitis  was  responsible  for  41  of  the  deaths  (32  males,  9 
females)  of  which  20  were  over  the  age  of  65  years.  The  death  rate 
was  0.52.  These  figures  are  higher  than  the  quinquennial  average  of 
37  and  a rate  of  0.47. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  31  of  the  total  respiratory  deaths  with 
a death  rate  of  0.40.  This  is  greater  than  the  quinquennial  average  of 
0.35.  Of  these  deaths,  5 occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
and  19  in  persons  over  65  years. 

Tuberculosis. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths  from  respira- 
tory tuberculosis  was  13  which  gives  a death  rate  of  0.17  per  thousand 
of  the  population.  This  is  a new  low  record  for  Greenock.  In  1958. 
there  were  16  deaths  with  a rate  of  0.21.  Column  6 Table  III  at  the  end 
of  the  report  shows  dramatically  how.  since  1951,  the  death  rate  in 
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fr0n}  tuberculosis  has  reduced  by  more  than  two-thirds  but 
even  the  new  low  rate  is  still  above  the  figure  of  0.10  for  Scotland. 

, Tuberculosis  of  other  forms  caused  2 deaths.  The  non-resDiratnrv 
death  rate  is  0.02  and  the  rate  for  Scotland  0.01. 

th0r^rinCi£aI  Epideniic  Diseases. — ( Typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever  diph- 
theria, whooping  cough,  meningococcal  infections  measles  inH 
influenza.  Nine  deaths  occurred  in  this  group  and  all  wire  due  to 

S.d  ThTlCali0nJ-  I"  1958  was  one  influenza?  deatS 

qulJial  average  Uo.of  P ^ rate  f°r  1959  is  °'12  and  the  duin- 

numberld^O  of  System-Deaths  referable  to  this  system 

? w<rre  ca.used  by  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  1 by  other 
““-tf  the  llver-  8 by  intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  4 by  eastric 
h»r  Ulcer,f- by  appendicitis  and  8 by  diarrhoea  The  num 

one  agSnst^naveral^f  UI^er  °ne-  year  °f  age  from  diarrhoea  was 
° e’^f^-fSVra?  avera§e>  for  the  previous  five  years,  of  1.8 

totaled"' 9n"rft-rm^-r5K  „System-~ Deaths  from  diseases  of  this  system 
f ed  °f  which  6 were  due  to  nephritis  or  nephrosis  Enlargement 
of  the  prostate  gland  was  responsible  for  7 deaths  enlargement 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth.— The  Registrar  General  has 
recorded  one  death  in  this  group  which  was  at?rl!uted  to  puberal 

for  the^SoTSlo^lSgf V6S  the  death  rate  Per  thousand  total  births 


Period 

Death-rate 

from 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Death-rate 
from  other 
Puerperal 
Causes 

1940—1944 

0.94 

— 
3 31 

1945—1949 

0.36 

0.96 

1950—1954 

0.48 

0.87 

1955 

0.00 

1.22 

1956 

0.00 

0-00 

1957 

0.59 

0.00 

1958 

1 -21 

0.00 

1959 

0-59 

0.00 

Maternal 

Death-rate 


4.25 
1.30 
1.36 
1.22 
0.00 
0.59 
1 -21 
0.59 


whieh0??611^3*  Malformation. — There  were  18  deaths  from  this  cause  of 
"2  momL°CCUrred  ln  Chlldren  under  4 “eeks'  a"d  2 Swe"n  Sn?  and 

28  an^fr^lalSaf  Ml0“d3rl5'  deaths  number 

of^he  niwb?m?°SmEtald  aSphj'xia  "',d  a‘e'ectasis,  14;  pneumonia 
tnatSity  uSqual  hed  13  PeC“"ar  ‘°  earIy  in,ancy  and  im‘ 

The  numberTdeaths  in  1958  was  29. 

be  founTm  formation  regarding  children  under  one  year  o£  age  will 
the  Section  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children”. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  1959  there  were  1.322  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
ascertained  by  this  department.  This  figure  does  not  include  tubercu- 
losis, veneral  disease  or  scabies.  The  total  is  1.883  less  than  in  1958. 
and  less  than  the  quinquennial  average  of  2.454.  The  abatement  of  the 
chickenpox  and  measles  epidemics  of  1958  was  mainly  responsible  for 
the  fall  in  the  number  of  cases. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  diseases  may  be  found 
in  Tables  IV,  V and  VI. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

SCARLET  FEVER. — 105  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  with 
no  significantly  increased  incidence  in  any  one  period  of  the  year.  The 
incidence  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  1959  was  1.3. 

In  1958  there  were  65  cases  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
was  65. 

DIPHTHERIA. — There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  1959. 
Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  discussed  under  the  heading 
“Vaccination  and  Immunisation”. 

TYPHOID. — One  case  of  typhoid  and  one  case  of  paratyphoid  B 
were  confirmed  during  the  year.  The  typhoid  victim  was  an  unem- 
ployed male  adult  of  27  years.  He  had  been  eating  uncooked  cockles 
and  boiled  whelks  every  other  day  for  about  3 weeks  prior  to  sickening. 
The  shell-fish  were  obtained  from  casual  hawkers  in  various  public 
houses  in  Greenock,  and  probably  originated  in  the  esturial  waters  of 
the  River  Clyde  where  sewage  pollution  is  not  unknown.  This  type 
of  trading  is  known  to  exist  in  most  coastal  towns,  the  dangers  for- 
tunately being  appreciated  by  many  of  the  public. 

The  paratyphoid  B infection  was  in  an  elderly  lady.  The  source 
of  infection  could  not  be  traced  and  unfortunately  the  patient  developed 
a carrier  state. 

In  1958,  5 cases  of  typhoid  occurred  and  the  quinquennial  average 
is  2.2. 

PNEUMONIA. — 139  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  were  ascertained, 
nine  of  which  were  acute  influenzal,  and  the  remainder  of  the  acute 
primary  type.  The  months  of  January.  February  and  March  showed 
the  highest  incidence. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  pneumonia  in  1958  was  122 
and  the  quinquennial  average  is  111. 

POLIOMYELITIS. — There  were  no  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis 
during  1959  as  against  5 cases  in  1958  and  an  average  of  5 for  the  last 
five  years. 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  discussed  under  the  heading 
“Vaccination  and  Immunisation”. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— Three  cases 
of  puerperal  fever  and  58  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified 
during  the  year.  The  quinquennial  averages  are  one  case  of  puerperal 
fever  and  41  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

MALARIA. — One  case  was  notified. 


tourTStf ?„derL  on^ea'f'^d'one'in 'a  cMdVto  yZP”"64 
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outbreak  during  the  summer ' Tho  -ln  the  course  of  a sporadic 

eUa  typhi-murium  and  one  case  proved8  fata™  responsible  was  Salmon- 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

occuSence'of^ertafn  oThef  ^ r°thers  ^imated  the 

and  these  are  discussed  be] nw  u0  fi  diseases  not  ordinarily  notifiable, 
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lation.  The  corresponding  figures  in  iq<5fl  vveroP?  it}1?  popu" 

quinquennial  average  of  clses  was  733  ’ 6 and  17A  The 

withC™2C4K™M0taT958'yanrt  Lcases  wer?  notified  in  1959  compared 
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SCABIES  AND  VERMIN  INFESTATION 

During  the  year  there  were  620  attendances  made  by  216  persons 
for  treatment  of  verminous  conditions  at  the  local  authority  chnic.  Of 
these,  21  men,  53  women  and  136  children  suffered  from  scabies,  ana  2 
men  and  4 women  were  treated  for  lice  infestation. 

Forty  and  more  years  ago,  the  occurrence  of  vermin  infestation  was 
attributed  to  bad  housing  conditions  and  the  lack  of  baths.  Most  ox 
the  people  in  Greenock  treated  for  vermin  infestation  today,  come  from 
modern  local  authority  houses.  Many  of  these  are  innocent  victims,  who. 
being  unfamiliar  with  the  condition,  fail  to  institute  remedial  measures 
until  the  infestation  is  heavy  and  widespread  in  the  familj.  Others, 
unfortunately  appear  unwilling  to  carry  out  the  curative  measures 
advised,  or  to  accept  treatment  offered  by  the  local  authority.  The  war- 
time powers  of  compulsory  cleansing  were  rescinded  and  not  replaced 
in  Scottish  public  health  legislation. 


CRAIGIEKNOWES  CLINIC 

The  Craigieknowes  Clinic  continued  to  be  used  as  before.  gi\  ing 
accommodation  to  ante-natal,  child  welfare  and  school  mmor  ailments 
clinics.  Members  of  verminous  families  are  allowed  io  wait  in  tne 
Clinic  after  treatment  while  their  homes,  clothes  and  property  are  be- 
ing disinfected.  The  premises  are  also  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
and  National  Insurance  for  carrying  out  Medical  Boards.  One  room, 
is  rented  by  a local  general  practitioner  for  use  as  a consulting  room, 
and  another  room  is  rented  to  the  Parks  Department  for  use  as  an 
Old  Men’s  Shelter. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Bacteriological  reports  on  specimens  from  the  following  sources 
and  examined  by  the  Bacteriological  Service  of  the  Western  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  have  been  intimated  to  this  depaitment 


Chest  Clinic  

...  1.037 

Ravenscraig  Hospital 

3 

Larkfield  Hospital 

10 

Gateside  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ... 

104 

Greenock  Royal  Infirmary  ... 

2 

Rankin  Maternity  Hospital 

1 

Eye  Infirmary 

1 

Private  Practitioners 

515 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

409 

2.082 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were 
mostly  concerned  with  epidemiological  work  such  as  the  search  for 
carriers,  infected  contacts  and  possible  sources  of  contamination  in 
cases  of  food  poisoning.  A considerable  degree  of  co-operation  exists 
between  private  practitioners  and  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
in  this  work,  this  being  so  helpful  to  both  branches  of  medicine,  cura- 
tive and  preventive. 
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DISINFECTING  STATION 


■ f ThiS  ®stablishment  continued  in  its  two-fold  work  of  dealing  with 

ment^fCthe^lo<^iaauthorityryine  °U‘  ge"eral  washings  for  lhe 


The  total  number  of  articles  treated  was  as  follows: 
General  Infectious  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 
Vermin  Infestation  ... 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Home  Helps 

Midwifery 

Premature  Baby  Cots 
Other  Health  and  Welfare  Sections 
Other  Corporation  Departments 
Miscellaneous 


105 

479 

,689 

,967 

24 

747 

95 

663 

,238 

62 


14,069 


Of  these  numbers,  6,378  were  disinfected  by  steam  and  450  hv  rii« 
mfectant  solution.  Four  articles  were  destroyed  on  Request  7 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

thic  Se^LLPOX-— It  is  fitting  that  the  name  of  this  disease  should  head 
section,  as  a major  problem  of  any  Public  Health  Department 
which  ever  encounters  it  among  the  people  in  its  own  area  especTafiv 
where  these  people  have  ignored  repeated  advice  to  take  smaHpox 

as,.seVol|sly  as . they  should.  The  places  in  this  country 
hich  are  particularly  at  risk  are  seaports,  airports  and  the  areas 
to  them  which  are  in  frequent  contact  by  sea  and  air  with 
seaports  and  airports  overseas  where  smallpox  exists. 

in  3"??  of+  wriuting,  there  are  21  such  places,  most  of  which  are 

neighbour  pf?*  t0Ufh  Wlt^,  th’S  country-  Greenock  and  its  larger 
seas^WuS!'  g'  Vi  frequently  r.eceive  ships  from  infected  ports  ovlr- 
seas.  Smallpox  seldom  appears  in  this  country  because  of  the  various 
quarantine  measures  undertaken  to  keep  it  out.  but  though  thesl 
™aascures  are  effective,  they  cannot  be  infallible  and  consequently  it  is 
afrnnrtary  t0  ?nsure • by  ab  Practicable  means,  that  people  in  sea  and 
airport  areas  in  particular  are  adequately  protected  against  this  disease. 

too  lf^tlvP0}TfVfnCiniatH0^'  itSelf<  iSua  Procedure  which  is  not  to  be  taken 
suHrW.1  y'  • If  aP  adialt  has  never  been  vaccinated  before,  and  the  need 
uifrlv  lnrairises  *°r  hlm  °r  uher  to  undergo  vaccination,  reactions,  partic- 
is  nnT  in^a  react.lans-  ean  be  troublesome  for  a time  and  the  procedure 
going  tn  hlely  'vltboVt  mor?.  serious  risk.  Nevertheless,  if  he  or  she  is 
him  nr  £ e^posed  ^ smallpox  in  any  way,  the  safety  bestowed  upon 
m aL  f*  1 by  vaccination  outweighs  the  drawbacks  so  vastly  as  to 

S aV  dnTeratlV^-  ThlS,  is  plainly  true-  but  yet  is  the  natural  desire 
minutp  dwi rs  .wh<?  Perform  vaccinations  that  even  the  admittedly 
minimum  k involved  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible 

viduflXtnrjfnn?e  h3S  shown  that  the  best  and  safest  time  for  any  indi- 
eady  infancy  g°  Vaccinatl0n  against  smallpox  for  the  first  time  is  in 

truth^hfnrtafT  °f  this  DeP,artment  have  preached  and  practised  the  above 
urns  tor  years  now  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  The  parents  of  every 
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child  born  in  Greenock  receive  a letter  telling  them  of  the : necessity  to 
have  their  children  vaccinated  against  smallpox  among  other  thing, 
and  another  letter  reminds  them  about  it  when  the  child  is  one  year 
old.  The  health  visitors  publicise  it  among  parents  in  their  districts  an - 
the  Public  Health  clinics  provide  it  automatically  in  their  immunisa- 
tion programmes;  family  doctors  will  provide  it  on  request  and  are  fur- 
nished with  vaccine  to  do  so.  Failing  compulsory  powers,  now  extinct. 
there  is  little  more  of  a practical  nature  that  any  Public  Health  Depa.t- 
ment  can  do  7n  this  matter,  but  the  position  cannot  be  describee  as 
satisfactory.  In  the  past  10  years.  6.a55  known  primary  vaccination, 
were  performed  in  Greenock,  the  vast  majority  being  upon  mfants. 
but  17  507  children  were  born  here  during  that  period,  and  it  would 
appear,  if  these  figures  were  any  guide,  that  well  over  10.000  children 
received  no  protection  against  smallpox  despite  appeals  to  I heir  parents. 
Doubtless  many  of  these  will  have  to  be  vaccinated  later  m if e a. 
compulsory  preliminary  to  travel,  or  immigration,  for  example^  T 
advantages  of  infant  vaccination  will  have  been  denied  to  J^ese  i^ple. 
and  they  will  necessarily  be  exposed  to  the  greater  though  still  -light, 
risks  of  adult  vaccination.  Some  few  may  encounter  epidemic  small- 
dox  completely  unprotected  and  the  odds  of  survival  will  not  £avour 
them  These  unfortunates  will  not  be  grateful  to  the  parents  who  did 
not  lack  telling  in  the  matter  of  having  their  children  vaccinated. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — Routine  immunisation  against  this  disease 
was  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  Virtually  all  infants  coming  to 
maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  now  receive  whooping  cough 
inoculation  together  with  diphtheria  and  tetanus  (lock-jaw)  in  the  form 
of  a combined  vaccination  (Triple  Vaccine).  This  means  that  protec- 
tion against  these  diseases  is  achieved  in  a course  of  three  injectio  s 
at  monthly  intervals  where  previously  11  injections  were  necessary. 
The  advantages  to  mothers  and  children  is  obvious  It  is  of  interest 
that  in  America,  “Quadruple  Vaccine”  is  being  used  in  sonre  rentres 
which  will  provide  protection  against  poliomyelitis  as  well,  thus  even 
further  reducing  the  number  of  injections  to  which  children  are  sub- 
jected, and  this  new  development  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

The  total  figures  for  immunisation  against  the  above  diseases  in 
1959  are: — 


Public 
Health  Dept. 


1.022 

2.747 

83 

4 

515 

6 


Private 

Practitioners 

3 

17 


55 

5 

306 

20 


Total 

1.025 

2.764 

138 

9 

821 

26 


Immunisation 

Completed  inoculations  against 
Diphtheria 

Boosting  doses  (Diphtheria  only)  ... 

Completed  Combined  inoculation 
(Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria) 

Boosting  Combined  Doses 

(Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria) 

Completed  Triple  Vaccine  

Boosting  Doses  (Triple  Vaccine) 

DIPHTHERIA. — This  disease  is  now  conspicuous  by  its  absence 
here  a happy  state  of  affairs  for  which  immunisation  can  c aim  a 
large  share  of  the  credit:  and  as  long  as  this  work  is  effectively  car- 
ried out,  so  long  may  this  freedom  be  expected  to  continue.  Thus,  in 
1959,  1,984  children  received  the  primary  course  of  protection,  ana 
2.799  received  “boost”  doses  to  maintain  it. 

POLIOMYELITIS— The  year  1959  was  a busy  one  for  the  Depart- 
ment in  this  connection.  It  opened  quietly  with  the  routine  inoculatio 
of  infants,  school  children,  expectant  mothers,  and  the  then  ne\v  gi°  P 
of  young  adults,  up  to  the  age  of  25  years  who  were  coming  forward 
as  a result  of  publicity,  but  in  relatively  small  numbers. 
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myeHtis^nd^ied  WeU  -knTn  footballer  contracted  polio- 

pSisisilllilSI 

llilp§ssllslll 

poliomyelitis  vtc^hfations ' atone®31*  W'th  258  persons  requiring  anti- 

day  had  ,„  be  unfeltTnJn  th?!ate  a^rL^S^ening 

exact  nnmhpVr«SfhVter  an{^  ^ W3S  imP°ssible  moreover  to  forecast  the 
act  numbers  that  would  require  to  be  inoculated  the  following  day. 

a anu  nHrsing  staff  faced  a vaccinational  marathon  and 

due to' the  fltf  th£' ’almos^afftb  °rk  ddscended  »"  ‘he  staff.  This'  was 
With  a 2^&£T£  SeT  ea„Wdha°gSnmI  Mrdsevenmomhs 

srhr  rii  ^gain  f iarge  proportion  of  those  vaccinated  were  children  of 

TareS  a16L™iS™^ST^ig'inera,  “ul,d  not  he  vacated  wXSf 

parent^:  u Th  recIulred  considerable  correspondence  with 

for  a period  of  two *^  "**"“*  t0  6ngag6  additional  clerical  staff 

following  Sfigures:— tUre  °f  thiS  PUblic  demand  can  be  seen  from  the 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


Anti-Poliomyelitis  Inoculations  performed  1959 


589 

278 

486 

7,406 

13,072 

5.414 


July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


757 

491 

611 

427 

1,109 

1,347 


broughf  or^mt  bv°thf^0naitf  those  inoculated  were  either  children 
from  t ho  wit  7 by  the  Parents  or  the  over-twenties.  The  response 

wherethLd  conSuentl^T P W3S  r?latively  disappointing  here  as  else- 
directlv  rWianoift  1 y 3 campaign  was  launched  in  the  autumn 
vaccination  gTo  th?cPeaUade  y°unguPeople  to  present  themselves  for 
Young  peopleT?nt^1ffi(idib  anPi6Cfa  iPU-b  1Cl/y  measures  were  undertaken. 
Poliomyelitis^  va?cinSion  fn  thof  65  f°,tn(d  leTtters  advocating  anti- 
a short  film  SWD  £ i pa^  packe]s-  Loca'  cinemas  showed 

mm  strip,  dance  halls  played  records  of  popular  dance  music 


18 


which  were  interrupted  by  an  appeal  by  a well-known  T.V.  peiwnamy; 
cafes  frequented  by  teenagers,  and  many  other  business  establishments 

exhibited  posters. 

It  also  became  known  that  some  of  these  young  people  claimed 
that  the  hours  during  which  clinics  were  opened  were  unsuitable  to 
them  despite1  Saturday  morning  sessions  and  daily  afternoon  sessions 
in  various  clinics  throughout  the  Burgh.  It  was  appreeiateo  that  some 
at  least  might  find  it  difficult  to  leave  their  work  to  attend,  and  con- 
sequently special  lunch  time  and  evening  clinics  were  instituted  for 
their  benefit.  These  were  moderately  successful,  some  3 oO  young  per- 
sons being  inoculated  there. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  inoculations  given  during  the 
year:— 

1st 


Pre-School  Children 

School  Children  

Expectant  Mothers 

Young  Persons  

Others  (Priority  Groups) 


2,593 

5.565 

352 

3,708 

196 


12,414 


2nd 

3rd 

Inoculations 

Inoculations 

Total 

2.467 

1.137 

6.197 

5,270 

6.328 

17.163 

302 

63 

717 

3.168 

562 

7.438 

246 

20 

462 

11.453 

8,110 

31.977 

TUBERCULOSIS— With  the  passage  of  time,  evidence  continues  to 
accumulate  as  to  the  protective  efficacy  of  B.C.G.  vaccine,  and.  as 
previously,  vaccination  against  this  disease  has  been  made  available 
to  all  infants  and  school  children  in  the  Burgh  as  well  as  to  ah  un- 
protected contacts  of  the  disease.  Special  publicity  is  given  to  B.C.G. 
vaccination  for  children  entering  the  relatively  dangerous  period  fol- 
lowing their  secondary  school  days,  in  whose  case  a letter  is  sent  to 
the  parents  reminding  them  of  the  advantages  conferred  by  vaccina- 
tion against  tuberculosis.  This  subject  is  further  discussed  under  the 
heading  of  “Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  . 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

The  Local  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinics  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year  1959.  Blood  tests  to  determine  the  Rh.  Factor  and 
blood  group  were  performed  on  every  patient  attending  the  ante-nata 
clinic  for  the  first  time.  One  dental  clinic  was  held  weekly  for  the 
examination  and  conservative  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  whose  youngest  child  was  under  the  age  of  °«e  year  This 
dental  service  is  operated  in  local  authority  clinics  by  dental  staff  of 

the  County  Council  for  whose  services  the  Burgh  reimburses  that 

authority.  The  cost  to  the  Corporation  for  the  provision  of  denture, 
during  the  year  was  £3.441.  A maternity  outfit  and  a supply  of  disin- 
fectant were  issued  free  of  charge  to  each  expectant  mother  one  month 
before  domiciliary  confinement.  Few  post-natal  examination  'vei 
ried  out  at  the  clinic  as  mothers  confined  in  hospital  generally  return 
there  for  post-natal  examinations. 


Mothercraft  Classes 

These  classes  were  held  in  fortnightly  sessions  at  Hillend  ano 
Wellpark  Clinics.  In  addition,  health  visitors  from  the  Depart  men 
held  twice  weekly  classes  at  Rankin  Hospital  Ante-natal  Clinics. 


19 


Dental  Treatment 

NUmE)Intal  Officer^.  and  nursing  mothers  inspected  by 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  accepted 
treatment  (other  than  the  provision  of  dentures) 

NUmfo?d°efntureesCtant  3nd  nursing  mothers  recommended 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

NUmLo?al°f Authority  ^ end.0f  the  year  suPPlied  the 
Total  number  of  women  who  attended 
Total  number  of  attendances 

Rhesus  Factor  Examinations 

number  of  Rhesus  factor  examinations  performed  during  the 
fnnn/t  L£Cal  Autbonty  Ante-natal  Clinics  was  298  of  which  55  were 
found  to  be  negative.  Antibodies  were  present  in  four  patients  whn 

baebfesC°nfined  m the  Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  and  gave  birth  to  live 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal °dea?htSte“Ulting  fr°m  pregnal’cy  or  confinement  1 

0.59 


345 

12 

334 


4 

340 

1,049 


CHILD  WELFARE 


during16! 9^QrP°A S Chl?,?  -WeJfare  Clinics  have  been  in  full  operation 
aunng  19o9.  As  before,  their  function  has  been  the  Dreventinn  nf  ill 

ness  in  infants  and  young  children,  and  the  detection  of  defects 

examinatinr!16!,115113^6^^65  of  immunisation.  vaccination  and  medical 
HpWi  3/10  ^haVe  b?en  glven  to  infants  and  young  children  Anv 

foreearly>^rMtmenffelivTmhfrlhe,fP^ir0fr’ateaPlactitioner  or  consultant 
Problems  of  feedi^  aitd^hn^^earing,  ^wcf  of°th/ clteic^provide 

for  children.  Simple  treatment 

tive  te^lmenfof  children0 imcter3^  years. ^ examination  and  conserva- 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Number  of  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the 

end  of  the  year 4 

Number  of  children  who  first  attended  clinics  during  the 
year  and  were  at  date  of  first  attendance:— 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age 

Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  by  children 
who  at  time  of  attendance  were: — 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age 

(b)  over  one  year  of  age 

Number  attending  Dental  Clinic  during  the  year 


1,143 

447 


6,795 

2,862 

6 
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Toddlers  Playgrounds 

The  three  toddlers’  playgrounds  continued  to  provide  two  three- 
hourly  sessions  per  day  from  Monday  to  Friday  of  each  week,  the  only 
qualification  for  admission  being  age.  but  when  the  demand  is  heavy, 
preference  is  given  to  specially  deserving  cases.  These  playgrounds 
have  proved  to  be  very  popular  with  Greenock  mother.-.  Free  rnilk. 
as  provided  in  the  schools,  is  supplied  morning  and  afternoon,  but  no 
other  food  is  given.  The  average  attendance  per  session  at  these  play- 
grounds during  the  year  1959  was  as  follows:— 

(a)  Sinclair  Street  Playground  21 

(b)  Hillend  Playground  

(c)  Lynedoch  Street  Playground  ... 

Convalescent  Home  Provision 

There  is  no  provision  of  this  nature  by  the  Local  Authority,  but 
use  was  made  as  in  previous  years  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scot- 
land Seaside  Homes,  Dunoon.  The  Corporation  gave  a donation  of  30 
guineas  for  which  in  return  they  received  10  subscribers’  lines  entitling 
the  receivers  to  two  weeks’  stay  at  the  Home.  During  the  year  1959. 

8 mothers  and  6 children  were  admitted  for  a period  of  approximately 
two  weeks. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

During  1959.  13  health  visitors  were  employed  until  the  end  of 
June  when  other  two  fully  trained  health  visitors  returned  from  the 
training  course  making  a complement  of  15  fully  trained  health  visitors. 
Thirteen  of  these  are  employed  directly  by  the  Corporation  and  two 
through  Greenock  District  Nursing  Association.  The  Refresher  Course 
at  St.  Andrews  Summer  School  was  attended  by  two  health  visitors  and 
another  health  visitor  attended  the  Scottish  Health  Visitors  Association 
Study  Day  in  Edinburgh.  Attendance  at  such  courses  proves  to  be  of 
great  value  to  the  health  visitor  in  her  work. 

Wider  areas  must  be  served  as  the  town  extends.  All  health 
visitors  walk  or  use  public  transport  where  suitable  and  available. 

A housing  survey  of  the  Burgh  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Department  in  1957,  and  as  a result  of  this  survey  10.485  aged  and 
handicapped  persons  were  listed — the  necessary  details  in  respect  of 
these  persons  becoming  available  in  1959.  In  December,  therefore, 
the  health  visiting  staff  commenced  visitation  of  these  groups  and  as 
at  31st  December.  1959,  161  visitations  of  this  type  had  been  completed. 
At  these  intitial  visits,  the  health  visitors  complete  comprehensive 
record  cards  and  an  indication  is  given  of  the  needs,  if  any.  of  the  aged 
or  handicapped  persons,  including  the  question  of  further  visitation. 

The  following  table  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  during  1959 
gives  the  number  of  visits  paid,  but  it  must  always  be  remembered  that 
statistics  can  give  no  real  indication  of  the  time,  persuasion  and  energy 
expended  in  advising  families  on  all  aspects  of  positive  health.  — 


Group  visited 

Number 

Visited 

Total 

Visits 

(a) 

Children  under  one  year  of  age 

3.309 

25.675 

(b) 

Children  between  one  year  and 
five  years  of  age 

7.049 

21.462 

(c) 

Tuberculosis  cases 

1.314 

2.192 

(d) 

Accidents  in  the  Home  ... 

35 

67 

(e) 

Other  cases 

345 

781 

Total  visits  paid 

...  12.052 

50.177 
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Number  of  infants  at  age  six  months  found  to  be— 

(a)  Breast  fed 

(b)  Partially  breast  fed  ...  " I3 

(c)  Not  breast  fed  50 

...  1,370 


HOME  NURSING 

.he  SSJfliiS’ES  srramaTd 

carp°rCekin  ^on/tanV^e  £“E  Sy^aTeal 

walk  or  use  public  transport  where  available  °f  the  staff 

The  following  tables  give  the  record  of  patients  and  visits  in  1959- 

Number  of  new  patients  nursed  in  1959  

Number  of  patients  carried  forward  from  1958 
Total  number  of  cases  attended 
Number  of  visits  paid 

Included  in  above  figures: — 

Number  of  patients  over  65  years  nursed 
Number  of  visits  to  patients  over  65  years 
Number  of  tuberculosis  patients  nursed 
Number  of  visits  to  tuberculosis  patients 

Nature  of  new  cases  nursed: — 

Medical 
Surgical 
Gynaecological 

Visits  for  the  purpose  of  administering  injections  were  as  follows— 
insulin  sih  t-, , . 


909 

281 

1,190 

38,985 

636 

27,338 

18 

624 

780 
125 
4 


Insulin 
Penicillin 
Anahaemin 
Imferon 
Cytamen 
Streptomycin 
Mersalyl 
Morphine 


11,517 
1.068 
77 
539 
1,431 
148 
303 
9 


Parentrivite 

Testosterone 

Dromeran 

Proluton 

Pernaemin 

Seclomycin 

A.C.T.H. 

Gerovital 


802  articles  were  issued  on  loan  during  1959. 


25 

74 

121 

7 

48 

33 

4 

33 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

by  t he  VC  orn  or  at  in  rF  rff  of®  eTloye,d  cJurl^  1959>  ten  of  these  directly 
Nursing^  Association0^  tw°  through  the  Greenock  District 

held  at  Troon  * Two  midwives  attended  the  Refresher  Course 

^nnmwpe  eGas°fa?HPAtFe  tyPe  ,Trilene  apparatus  and  10  sets  of 
wives  arp^fLim  A d ^ ■ apparatus  are  available  for  use.  All  mid- 
es  are  qualified  to  administer  these  analgesics. 

are  availahl^nH^i1  a11*  ^uipment  necessary  for  premature  babies 
where  required  are  S6nt  °Ut  at  the  rea-uest  of  the  midwife  or  doctor 
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Midwives  areas  continue  to  extend  as  the  town  expands.  Taxi- 
are  available  for  emergency  cases  and  always  during  the  night.  Other- 
wise the  midwives  go  about  on  foot  or  use  public  transport  when  suit- 
able. 

The  total  number  of  domiciliary  births  in  Greenock  during  1959 
was  602,  this  included  4 stillbirths. 

The  following  are  some  relevant  figures  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Domicilary  Midwifery  Scheme:— 

Number  of  ante-natal  visits  ^.485 

Number  of  post-natal  visits  (routine) 

Number  of  post-natal  visits  (special)  36 

Total  visits 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  

Cases  of  Puerperal  sepsis 

Cases  of  Puerperal  pyrexia 


The  following  is  a table  of  domiciliary  births  classified  to  show 
nature  of  attendance  at  birth: — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23  (2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
fine- 
ment 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
at  con- 
fine- 
ment 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

|| 

s 

o £ 
+->  • — 

a is 

Q 55 

S 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

With- 

out 

doctor 

or 

mid- 

wife 

d 

r-* 

(a)  Midwives  em- 
ployed by  the 
Local  Author- 
ity 

36 

448 





484 

(fr)Midwives  em- 
ployed by  Vol- 
untary Organi- 
sations under 
arrangements 
made  by  the 
Authority 

6 

109 



115 

(c)  Private  prac- 
tising mid- 

wives 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Totals  .... 

42 

557 

1 3 

602 

CAKE  OF  PREMATURE  BABIES 

All  premature  babies  born  on  the  district  were  removed  to  the 
Rankin  Memorial  Hospital  Premature  Baby  Unit. 
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ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

males ,h 28°  females°/  wts*  dtUhrmg^the  year  1959  was  52  (24 

quinquennial  average  is  68  A^n  th^na  t n-u?lber  in  1958-  The 
unmarried  expectant  mothers  by  arranlin^fo/Sifafc^ffi8  glVen+  tof 
the  home  conditions  were  not  satisfactory  § h pital  confinement  if 


STILLBIRTHS 

Number  of  stillbirths  registered  in  Greenock 

NUraobuYsidl  thf  BuhrSghn  Ranki"  Mem0rIal  from' 

Number  of  stillbirths  transferred  into  Greenock 
Corrected  number  of  stillbirths  in  Greenock 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Stillbirth  rate  for  Scotland  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

the  totJl  nUmb6r  °f  stillbirths  due  to  hazards  of  birth  forms  19%  of 
birthThe  mai°nty  of  stillbirths,  81%,  are  due  to  causes  pre-existing  at 
Foetal  deformity  was  the  cause  of  24%  of  the  stillbirths. 


53 

11 

2* 

44 

26 

22 


Hazards  of  Birth 

Malpresentation  ...  5 
Disproportion  ...  3 


Total  ...  8 


Causes 

pre-existing  at  birth 

Foetal  Abnormality 

Maternal,  Placental  & 
Foetal  Conditions 

Anencephalus 

...  11 

Toxaemia  3 

Hydrocephalus 

...  1 

Ante-partum 
Haemorrhage  ...  4 

Macerated  foetus  1 1 

1 

Other  causes  ...  4 

Total 

..  12 

Total  ...  22 

Details  of  transfers-in  not  received 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

umber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  old 
(neo-natal  deaths) 

NUmtwl°f  deat!lS  oi,  infants  between  one  month  and 
twelve  months  (post-natal  deaths) 

Infantile  Mortality  Neo-natal 
p_„  . Rate  Rate 

Greenock  35  24 

Scotland  28  19 


57 

39 

18 

Post-natal 

Rate 

11 

9 


O 
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The  infant  mortality  rate  is  lower  than  that  for  1958.  due  to  the  fall 
in  the  post-natal  rate,  the  neo-natal  rate  having  risen. 

— 

and  4 to  accidental  asphyxia. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  ““Si le "Mo^alitvTite'i 
and  Scotland  from  1943  to  ll»,«i»  Shf  “d  (b?  thf^st^tS 

“eX!fhe1atrh?STl'n  extended 1 to  show  the  comparative  flgures  of 
these  groups  for  Greenock  and  Scotland 


Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Neo-natal 
Mortality  Rate 

Year 

Greenock 

Scotland 

Greenock 

Scotland 

1943 

80 

65 

36 

33 

1944 

81 

65 

33 

33 

1945 

74 

56 

34 

28 

1946 

62 

54 

35 

30 

1947 

64 

56 

32 

28.5 

1948 

61 

45 

27 

ZD 

1949 

52 

41 

26 

23 

1950 

48 

39 

23 

23 

1951 

36 

37 

1952 

36 

35 

13 

1953 

34 

31 

26 

19 

1954 

43 

31 

26 

21 

1 955 

37 

30 

22 

20 

1956 

41 

29 

27 

19 

1957 

33 

29 

20 

20 

1958 

36 

28 

21 

19 

1959 

35 

28 

24 

19 

Post-natal 
Mortality  Rate 


Greenock  Scotland 


44 

48 

40 

27 

32 

34 

26 

25 

14 
23 

8 

17 

15 

14 
13 

15 
11 


32 

32 

28 

24 

27.; 

20 

15 

16 
15 
13 
12 
10 
10 
10 

9 

9 

9 


Causes  of  Death  and  Age  at  Death  of  Infants  under  1 month 


l 

Time  of  Death 

Certified  Cause 
of  Death 

Within  1 
24  lirs.  | 

1 - 7 

days 

1 - 2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

Total 

weeks 

Prematurity 

14 

8 

— 

1 

1 24 

Foetal  Deformity 

2 

9 

1 

— i 12 

Asphyxia  & 
Birth  injury 

i 

— 

- 1 \ 
_ j 1 ; 

1 lj 

Haemorragic  Diseases 

1 

Accidental  Asphyxia 

i 

| “ 

i _ 

— 

Total  Deaths 

17 

! 

18 

1 

1 

2 39 

25 


CatlSes  of  Death  and  A&e  at  Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  old 


Certified  Cause 

Neo-natal 

Post-natal 

of  Death 

Over  1 

and 

3 - 6 

6 - 12 

under  3 
months 

months 

months 

Total 

Prematurity 

24 

Foetal  Deformity  ... 
Asphyxia  & Birth  Injury 

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

24 

17 

Haemorrhagic  Disease 

1 

— 

2 

Accidental  Suffocation 

1 

•> 

] 

i 

— 

i 

Broncho-pneumonia 

q 

i 

5 

Gastro  Enteritis 

i 

i 

5 

Abdominal  Conditions 

— 

i 

Unknown 

' 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Total 

39  | 

9 1 
1 

4 I 

5 

57 

PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  OF  FAMILIES 

which  Pjoblem  Families  Committee 

S 5SS55SS 

SStn-Sfi?  7 iL  ‘“i  ~r- 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

Senior  Probation  Officer. 

President,  Vice-President  and  Officer  of  the  R.S.S.P.C  C 
Children’s  Officer, 

Welfare  Officer, 

Area  Manager,  National  Assistance  Board. 

Manager.  Ministry  of  National  Insurance. 

Manager.  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

Clerk  to  the  Education  Committee. 

Commandant  of  the  Local  Branch  of  the  W.V.S. 

Greenock  Police  Juvenile  Co-ordinating  Officer. 

haveSiJoCmehlnTertinrfvieTT„ednCm  1$  Pears  a*°' 

achieved.  Inevitably certain  famni-9  S6S  Ir?Provement  has  been 
inevuaoiy  certain  families  are  capable  of  achieving  little 
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imnrnvement  in  their  social  circumstances  despite  all  manner  of  en- 
c^uraaement  and  help;  this  is  particularly  true  of  those  families 
characterised  by  low  mental  endowment.  In  such  cases,  efforts  are 
concentrated  upon  general  supervision  with  assistance,  advice  and 
encouragement  as  may  be  necessary. 

WELFARE  FOODS 

as?  s-v™ 

Hall. 

The  quantities  supplied  during  1958  and  1959  were  as  follows:- 


Foods 

National  Dried  Milk 
Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A & D 


1958 
64,517  tins 
29.808  bottles 
4.400  bottles 
2,353  packets 


1959 
57.884  tins 
32.867  bottles 
5.410  bottles 
2.217  packets 


There  is  a decrease  in  the  uptake  of  National  Dried  Milk  m 19o9 
compared  with  1958. 

DOMESTIC  HELPS 

for  this  u: 

the  figures  given  below  will  testify. 


The  public  demand  for  th^^usefu^rvice 


No.  of  Helps 

Tjqpe  of  Case 



Whole 

Time 

Part 

Time 

Con- 

finements 

Other 

Illness 

Total 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 



12 

10 

5 

8 

10 

11 

!i 

15 

33 
32 

25 

34 
20 

35 
30 

26 
41 

45 

58 

26 

55 

56 
60 
62 
S4 

78 

90 
51 
76 
75 

91 
90 
88 

125 

The  oiner  nmc&a  ***  - j J — 

persons  for  whom  domestic  help  was  provided. 

The  essential  aim  of  the  service  is  to  provide  assistance  in  the 

home  of  those  rendered  temporarily  is 

rule  six  weeks  is  the  maximum  period  over  which  domestic  ne  p 
provided,  but  if  the  circumstances  warrant  it.  an  exceptional  • 
is  allowed.  This  occurred  in  9 instances  during  the  year. 

In  1959  a total  of  18.765  hours  were  worked  by  domestic  helps,  an 
average  of  150  hours  per  patient. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS, 
CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 


TUBERCULOSIS 

In  recent  years  important  advances  have  taken  Diace  in  the  trQa+ 
ment  of  this  condition  as  well  as  in  preventive  techniques  A Suit' 

Heal°thSsEaffmlng  “ r°U“ne  Par‘  °f  the  dUlies  carried  ™t  by  the  Public 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Infants.  All  parents  in  the  Burgh  are  offered  r ri 2 3 4 5  n ,• 

01  newly  born  children  and  this  is  carried  out  regularly  ait  the  Rankin 
i Iemorial  Hospital  where  a member  of  the  medical  staff  of  this  Den^rt 
ment  carries  out  such  vaccination  weekly.  During  1959  l 15c  infants 
9tlQrU;»C,hnlteCi  as?inst  *“berculosis  at  the  ho“p  ?al/ot  whicf number 
Burgr  eThaebremai„°n'i  nor™Uy  resMent 

residing  247  babies  vaccinated  were  born  to  mothers 

Health' r!  -d  v, th  Burgh  and  in  each  case  the  Medical  Officer  of 

SS  Materffitv  anri  phu^W  ,nf°tifie£.  In  the  CaSe  of  infants  born  a 
vision  IfRcc  and.  Chffd  Welfare  Clinics  are  available  for  the  pro- 

vaccinated  in’^s  way”  duHng  the  year’  456  babies  were 

the  nober  Groups:— B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  other  grouos  in 
so  D?otPecteritl0enebhCaUSe  * 15  distinctly  desirable  that  they  fhoufd  be 
in  contSt  withgthbyrreaSOn  °f  their  work  or  because  they  have  been 

of  the  age  grouo ^MWears  t P,frt!?ulfr  interest  is  taken  in  children 
in  th!=  5 group  13/15  years  (collectively  known  as  “School  Leavers”! 

months  RPr  In  al?  CfS6S’  °ther  than  infants  under  the  age  of  two 
months.  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  preceded  by  Mantoux  testing  and 

?oliaXTaMe°"  are  °fferetl  vacdnati“"-  full  details  are  gWenlnlSe 


Group 


(1)  Nurses 

(2)  Medical  Students  ... 

(3)  Contacts  

(4)  Special  Groups  not 
included  in  (1)  and 
(c)  Students 
(a)  School  leavers 
Jb)  Infant  Scheme 

(5)  Others 

_(6)  Totals 


Tuberculin 

Negative 

Vaccinated 

tested 

re-a 

ctors 

during  1959 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9 

31 

5 

8 

5 

8 

— 

— 

• — 

— 



57 

50 

47 

38 

114 

121 

346 

467 

214 

297 

214 

297 

10 

19 

10 

19 

869 

743 

6 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

428 

568 

282 

363 

1204 

1 170 
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Contact  Tracing 

Whenever  a new  case  of  tuberculosis  is  reported  to  the  .uedir  a 
Officer  of  Health,  his  or  her  home  is  subsequently  visited  by  a health 
visitor  and  arrangements  are  made  forthwith  for  the  Mantoux  testing 
as  appropriate  and  chest  X-ray  of  all  other  members  of  the  family, 
should  they  have  been  in  contact  with  the  case.  Negative  reactors  to 
the  tuberculin  test  are  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination,  and  m the  even, 
where  any  previously  undiscovered  case  is  brought  to  light  in  thi. 
manner,  treatment  is  arranged.  Further,  where  it  appears  that  a nev. 
case  of  open  tuberculosis  has  been  working  in  surroundings  or  circum- 
stances which  might  carry  risk  to  other  persons  at  the  same  place  o: 
work  the  management  concerned  is  contacted  and  arrangements  are 
made  for  the  X-ray  of  all  who  have  been  working  in  contact  with  the 
patient. 


Social  Services 

The  various  social  services  for  persons  suffering  from  tubercu.osis 

were  continued  during  1959.  . , , . 

The  National  Assistance  Board  helped  patients  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances. As  in  previous  years,  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department, 
in  cases  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician,  provided  assistance  in 
the  form  of  free  milk  and  also  the  supply  of  bed  and  bedding  in  accor- 
dance with  a graduated  scale  of  charges.  During  1959.  Id  cases  a ere 
supplied  with  beds  and/or  bedding. 


Re-liousing 

Where  a case  of  tuberculosis  occurs  in  an  overcrowded  household, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  recommend  rehousing  to  a larger 
house.  The  purpose  of  such  a recommendation  is  to  allow  a tubercu- 
lous  person  to  have  a room  to  himself  or  herself.  whereb>  me  r^k 
infection  to  persons  who  might  otherwise  have  to  sleep  in  close  prox- 
mity  to  the  case  is  reduced.  In  all.  during  the  year,  a tota.  of  — 
families  were  rehoused  in  this  manner. 

Statistics 

The  number  of  cases  notified  and  confirmed  as  suffering  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  60.  39  of  these  being  males  and  21  females. 
This  figure  represents  a decrease  of  47  compared  with  the  figure  lor 
1958,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  is  a result  of  the  intensive  cam- 
paign against  tuberculosis  held  during  the  year  1958. 

The  following  table  shows  the  confirmed  figures  for  new  cases  of 
respiratory  and  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  from  the  period  1951  to 
1959: — 

1956  1957  1958  1959 

87  71  107  60 

10  15  10  12 


TYPE 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Respiratory 

212 

274 

215 

119 

106 

Non-respiratory 

14 

35 

28 

31 

10 

29 

«*  and  site  °f  **  — 


Age  Groups 


1 Form 

Sex 

Under  1 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 

nnrlnr  1 /? 

> * 
Ixj  . 

03  x 
lO  c 
I s 

25  and 
under  35 

35  and 

under  45 

1 

45  and 
under  55 

~ 1 

55  and 
under  65 

1 

65  and  1 
upwards 

Total 

Respiratory 

I 1 

5 

6 

4 

3 

7 

5 

9 

39 

I 5 

4 

4 

i 

1 

1 

21 

1 Total  Respiratory 

i 1 

2 

— 

7 

11 

8 

7 

8 

6 

10 

! 60 

1 Abdominal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningeal 

IS 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_ 



— 

1 

— 

1 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

1“ 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- i 

— 

Bones  and  Joints 

IM. 

If. 

— 

— 

- 
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rjir. _ follnwine  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  resident  in  the 
Burgh  who  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year: 


Under  15  years— 
M. 
F. 


15 — 44  years — 


M. 

F. 


45  years  and  over— 
M. 
F. 


Total 


In  hospital 
on 

Jan.  1st 

Admitted  ! 
during 
year 

Discharged 

during 

year 

Died 

in 

hospital 

In  hospital 
on 

Dec.  31st 

, 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

18 

33 

35 

3 

13 

21 

36 

41 

1 

15 

20 

1 

42 

7 

37 

4 

6 

1 

19 

3 

64 

125 

124 

12 

53 

SMOKING  AND  CANCER  OF  THE  .,*$ 

Efforts  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  schoolgCMdren  ^and 

SSrayS  Crlrn™??™  ^y  of  smoking particular  brands  of  cigar- 
ettes, local  anti-smoking  propaganda  is  of  little  avail. 

EP™  ements  for  the  care  and  , of  — ^continued 

their  own  tT£i«£S?S  SSue  clinics  ^ J 

As  before,  appropriate  iniormation  is  made  avatlabl  suitable 

Stf  SEThS  Synt^Slnof Ss’eh  bin?  Jundue  risa. 

°EKc“f  o.PcAereSbYral  palsy  are  usually 

titioner  or  the  health  visitor  befor  nhvsical  defect  can  be  com- 

often  arrangements  for  treatment  of  the  p ysical  school  age 

defends  n°Jt  there  Tin  ‘accompanying  mental  defect 

and.  if  present  on  >‘s  se™nt^  B h u„der  schooi  age  were 

visited  ifth\ntlh9vUrsa«dm9  Jases  otgschooi  age  were  attending 

Gienburn  Special  School. 

EHIThP^iropody  Clinic  dj^gl^eerf  e^remely'wel^support^^uri^ 
pensionable  age  in  the  Buigh  ha..  '|ime  Qf 'writing  the  pressure  of 

work^has0  ^mulatedn<^i^sideration  of  increased  staff  and  larger 

prerm se^ng  2<948  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  one  full-time 

chiropodist  presently  employed. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  year,  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  Department 
continued  to  instruct  the  public  in  the  maintenance  of  good  health  and 
the  prevention  of  disease.  Such  instruction  took  many  forms,  varying 
from  the  constant  advice  and  assistance  provided  by  the  health  visitors 
in  their  calls  upon  families  in  the  Burgh,  to  set  lectures  delivered  by 
the  medical  staff  to  audiences  such  as  school  children,  e.g.  upon  the 
dangers  of  smoking,  or  to  food-handlers  upon  the  observation  of  food 
hygiene,  and  the  dangers  of  food  poisoning.  Since  “accidents  in  the 
home”  remain  all  too  frequent,  full  advantage  is  taken  of  publicity 
material  made  available  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Accidents  and  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  to  draw 
attention  to  such  dangers  as  unguarded  fires  and  trailing  flex. 

As  before,  attention  continues  to  be  given  to  the  need  for  keeping 
the  public  constantly  aware  of  the  necessity  of  having  children  pro- 
tected against  dangerous  diseases  such  as  diphtheria  and  smallpox, 
while  poliomyelitis  has  received  a special  emphasis  during  the  year  as 
regards  protection  of  all  individuals  between  the  ages  of  6 months  and 
25  years  as  well  as  expectant  mothers. 

In  a wider  field,  articles  prepared  by  the  Department  dealing  with 
clean  air,  food  poisoning  and  port  health,  have  been  published  in  the 
local  press. 

Posters  were  supplied  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education 
and  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  for  use  on  the  four  hoard- 
ings owned  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  and  situated  in 
prominent  sites  in  the  town.  The  subjects  of  the  posters  displayed 
during  the  year  included: — 

We  do  not  eat  enough  of  these  vegetables. 

Clean  hands  — clean  food. 

Diphtheria. 

Health  of  mother  and  child. 

Posters  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home 
campaign. 

Posters  in  connection  with  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign. 

PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 

The  Department  maintains  a continuous  effort  to  keep  the  public 
reminded  of  dangers  existing  in  the  home,  especially  to  the  aged  and 
the  very  young.  Posters  and  leaflets,  supplied  by  The  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents,  were  prominently  displayed  in  clinics, 
playgrounds,  public  hoardings,  and  the  Department  itself,  while  a 
suitable  selection  was  sent  to  general  practitioners  for  display  in  their 
surgeries. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1959  special  emphasis  was  laid  upon 
accidents  due  to  unnecessary  falls,  suitably  illustrated  posters  appear- 
ing under  such  titles  as  “Light  that  Stair”  and  “Fix  that  Flex”.  Apart 
from  posters,  leaflets  on  these  subjects  were  made  available  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  a special  quiz  leaflet  was  distributed  at  “Darby  and  Joan”  clubs. 

A reporting  procedure,  inaugurated  in  1957,  when  general  prac- 
titioners, local  hospitals,  the  Fire  Service  and  the  Police  were  requested 
to  report  the  details  of  home  accidents  to  this  Department,  has  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year,  although  the  response  from  the  various 
agencies  has  declined  considerably  of  late.  In  29  instances,  however, 
such  accidents  were  reported  and  in  each  case  subsequent  investigation 
was  carried  out,  and  relevant  advice  provided,  by  health  visitors,  who 
also  took  the  opportunity  of  stressing  the  importance  of  preventive 
measures  in  the  course  of  their  domiciliary  visits. 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 


OLD  PEOPLE 

(1)  Housing 

The  Corporation  continued  its  policy  to  provide  small  houses  for 
elderly  people  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  98  such  houses  had  been 
completed  and  occupied;  they  were  provided  in  the  lower  flats  of 
tenement  blocks  and  in  one-storey  cottages  and  all  designed  to  make 
their  management  by  the  old  folk  as  easy  as  possible. 

Future  developments  of  this  nature  are  planned  for  the  Bawhirley 
Road,  Carwood  Street  and  Regent  Street  areas  and  from  these  it  is 
anticipated  that  approximately  a further  70  houses  will  be  completed. 

(2)  Residential  Accommodation 

Aged  persons  requiring  care  and  attention  are  accommodated  in 
Residential  Homes  within  the  Burgh  or  in  Joint-User  Establishment? 
elsewhere.  There  are  3 of  the  former,  namely,  the  Little  Sisters  of  the 
Poor  Home,  the  Medical  Aid  home,  and  Belleaire  Home,  the  last  named 
being  owned  and  administered  by  the  Corporation.  As  elsewhere,  the 
increasing  number  of  aged  persons  requiring  the  services  of  such  Resi- 
dential Homes  has  led  to  their  being  used  to  capacity,  with  waitmg  lists 
for  admission,  a state  of  affairs  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ameliorated 
in  the  not  too  distant  future,  when  more  accommodation  becomes 
available. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Sir  Gabriel  Wood’s  Mariners’  Home  is 
located  in  the  Burgh.  This  establishment  caters  specifically  for  these 
persons. 

Three  Joint-User  Establishments  are  utilised  by  the  Corporation 
of  Greenock  in  conjunction  with  other  local  authorities:  these  provide 
not  only  for  the  aged,  but  for  other  needy  categories  in  addition.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  22  Greenock  people  were  accommodated  in  these 
establishments,  14  of  them  having  been  placed  in  the  Royal  Alexandra 
Infirmary  Annexe,  Paisley,  4 in  the  Central  Hospital.  Dumbarton  (for- 
merly known  as  Townend)  and  4 in  Ravenspark  Hospital.  Irvine  (for- 
merly known  as  Cunninghame  Home). 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult,  however,  to  secure  the  admis- 
sion of  new  cases  to  these  establishments  and  at  the  present  time  only 
one  of  them — Ravenspark  Hospital,  Irvine — is  in  a position  to  admit 
new  cases  occasionally. 

In  all,  64  aged  persons  from  the  Greenock  area  were  accommodated 
in  Residential  Homes  or  Joint-User  Establishments  at  the  end  of  1959. 


(3)  General  Welfare  of  Old  People 

While  several  local  voluntary  bodies  have  developed  or  are 
developing  services  for  the  aged  living  in  their  own  homes,  the  W.V.S. 
is  most  generally  occupied  with  this  duty.  They  carry  out  a "Meals 
on  Wheels”  service  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  had  5 old  people’s  clubs 
in  operation  and  provided  various  treats  at  different  periods  of  the  year. 

The  “Meals  on  Wheels”  service  provides  a cooked  lunch  on  two 
days  each  week  to  some  50  old  people  who  are  unable  to  provide  it  for 
themselves  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  there  was  a greatly  increased 
demand  for  this  particular  service.  The  W.V.S..  however,  has  bee*1 
unable  to  extend  the  service  meantime  because  of  lack  of  facilities 
and  they  are  considering  ways  and  means  whereby  they  may  increase 
its  scope. 
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The  work  of  the  several  voluntary  bodies  providing  services  for 
various  categories  of  needy  people  of  all  ages  must  be  gratefully  ack- 
nowledged and  liberal  gifts  received  from  industrial  and  private  sources 
enab.e  many  people,  both  young  and  old.  to  enjoy  something  of  the 
joys  of  such  periods  as  Christmas  and  New  Year. 

The  W.V.S.  clothing  service  is  in  constant  demand  and  here  again 
the  generosity  of  citizens  in  donating  cast-off.  but  still  good,  clothing 
enables  many  less  fortunate  people  to  obtain  essential  garments. 

(4)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  Old  People’s  Homes 

No  new  Homes  were  registered  during  the  year.  Conditions  in  the 
existing  four  Homes  in  the  Burgh  were  found,  by  inspection  to  be 
satisfactory.  It  is  noteworthy  that  two  of  the  three  Voluntary  Homes 
—the  Medical  Aicl  Home  and  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  Home— in 
the  Burgh,  earned  out  improvements  in  their  premises,  so  that  their 
areJ}°w  enjoying  additional  comforts  and  other  facilities  The 
third  Home  Sir  Gabriel  Wood’s  Mariners’  Home,  is  planning  an  exten- 
internal  improvement  in  its  premises  from  which  it  is  anticipated 

K nJarmers  f°r  whom  it  specially  caters  will  likewise 
have  the  benefit  of  improved  facilities  by  the  end  of  1960  or  early  1961. 

(5)  Temporary  Accommodation 

One  of  the  duties  laid  on  the  Corporation  is  the  provision  of  tem- 
porary accommodation  for  persons  who  may  become  in  need  of  this 

WiQUtwf  SUCh  emrgencleS  as  fire-  flood’  storm  damage,  etc.  During 
1959.  there  were  a few  minor  instances  of  this  nature,  and  one  maior 

episode  in  Holmscroft  Street,  but  accommodation  for  the  short  periods 
concerned61107  W3S  f°Und  among  relatives  and  friends  of  the  families 

: sstg?svs3L  voluntary 

f6)  Compulsory  Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  Urgent  Care 

mourJrhere  W6re  ,no,casas  during  1959  in  which  these  compulsory 
I powers  were  required  to  be  used.  p ^ 

1 (7)  Care  of  Property  of  Persons  admitted  to  Hospital 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  to  protect  the 
Cend1^  °f  ^ons  unable  to  do  so  for  themseVs  aS  who  have  no 
:thic  dSt  relatlves  to  do  this  for  them.  During  1959,  3 new  cases  of 
: other  hlUnreefirere  dSall  W*lth'  Such  matters  as  collection  of  pension  or 
iw.re  attended  to™ TneSLS™.  a"d  insuran«'  a"d  <“™iture 

f8)  Interments 

■DenaSt  ^ ye,arf-  19  per#s°ns  were  interred  at  the  instance  of  the 
to  mS  tho  r?  relatlves  or  friends  of  the  deceased  people  being  found 
-rector  th/  ne<:esary  arrangements.  In  all  but  one  case,  full  or  part 

•available  sourced  W3S  obtamed  from  death  Srant-  insurance  or  other 

18)  General  Welfare  Services 

•Welf^rJ'cSotmn9,  f PiSr03^matlly  K400  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the 
'he  lue  DePartnDent.  Interviews  took  place  either  at 

5es  Pnt  °f  a3t  thG  b°mes  of  clients  (or  b°th.  if  necessary)  Some 

|sfafutorytand^vfffnntaredh  and  many  contacts  with  other 

y and  voluntary  bodies  were  necessary  in  their  interests.  Prob- 
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lems  posed  were  many  and  varied — difficulties  connected  with  accom- 
modation, finance,  family  and  personal  matters,  etc.  Many  were  helped 
directly  or  indirectly  and  where  material  assistance  could  not  be  given, 
the  best  possible  advice  was  extended. 


WELFARE  SERVICES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 


(10)  Blind  Persons 
(a)  Register 

The  following  summary  shows  the  total  number  of  blind  persons 
registered  under  the  Act  with  the  Corporation. 

Age  groups  of  all  blind  persons  on  Register: — 

Males  Females  Total 


2 to  4 years 
5 to  15  years 
16  to  17  years 
18  to  20  years 
21  to  29  years 
30  to  39  years 
40  to  49  years 
50  to  59  years 
60  to  64  years 
65  to  69  years 
70  years  and  over  . 


2 

3 

5 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

i 

2 

6 

8 

5 

3 

8 

6 

5 

11 

7 

10 

17 

6 

8 

14 

10 

7 

17 

18 

49 

67 

58 

91 

149 

The  significant  feature  of  the  register  continued  to  be  the  high 
proportion  (45%)  of  persons  over  70  years  of  age. 

The  domiciliary  services  for  blind  persons  continue  to  be  provided 
by  the  Joint  Committee  for  Glasgow  and  South-West  of  Scotland.  The 
Mission  to  the  Out-Door  Blind  supplies  a Home  Visitor  Teacher 
(Braille,  Moon  and  Handcrafts,  etc.),  who  covers  the  Greenock  and 
Port  Glasgow  areas  and  also  organises  a social  club  for  the  blind  in 
the  Erskine  Orr  Hall  and  periodic  concerts  in  the  Town  Hall  Saloon. 

(b)  Residence 

The  numbers  of  blind  persons  in  various 
as  follows: — 

In  Private  Dwellings 
In  Homes  providing  care  and  attention 

In  Mental  Hospitals  

In  Lodging  Houses 

In  Chronic  Sick  Wards 
In  Residential  Schools 


types  of  dwellings  were 


M.  F.  T. 

50  81  131 

2 5 7 

1 3 4 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

2 3 5 

57  92  149 
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(c)  Home  Teaching 


The  Home  Visitor/Teacher  still  has  a total  of  approximately  200 
blind  persons  under  his  care  between  Port  Glasgow  and  Greenock. 


During  the  year,  he  made  a total  of  446  visits  to  the  Greenock 
and  figures  under  the  heading  of  teaching  are  as  follows: 


cases 


(d)  Braille  and  Moon  — Readers  and  Tuition  M 

No.  of  Readers  registered  with  National  Library 
for  the  Blind  (London)  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  Other  Readers  registered  with  Library 

of  Out-Door  Mission  (Glasgow)  ...  8 

No.  of  Persons  receiving  lessons  in  Braille  Type  1 
No.  of  Persons  receiving  lessons  in  Moon  Type  


F.  T. 

1 

8 16 

1 2 


(e)  Wireless  and  Talking  Books 

The  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund  was  able  to  meet  all  demands 
Repairs  and  re-issue  of  used  sets  assisted  in  maintaining  the  full  supply. 
Batteries  continued  to  be  supplied  at  a reduced  charge  of  about  7/6d 
against  the  usual  19/-,  but  the  great  majority  of  sets  are  now  portable 
electric  only  2 battery  sets  now  remaining  in  use.  All  registered  blind 
persons  are  in  receipt  of  a free  licence. 

There  are  3 Talking-Book  Machines  in  use  in  Greenock  and 
specially  manufactured  long  playing  records  are  obtainable  from  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  in  London.  Although  in  very  short 
supply,  the  Talking  Book  Machines  are  extremely  suitable  for  elderly 
b ’nd  Persons  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  a great  deal  and 
who.  by  reason  of  age.  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  learn  Braille  or 


(f)  Holidays 

Once  again  facilities  at  Dunoon  were  taken  advantage  of  by  3 
Greenock  persons,  who  paid  their  own  expenses  at  early  season  rates. 


(g)  Handcrafts  Classes 

i Paring  the  winter  months,  classes  are  held  in  the  Erskine  Orr  Hall 
and  these  were  regularly  attended  by  8 men  and  5 women  who  under- 
took various  light  handcrafts. 


(h)  General  Social  Activities,  Entertainments,  Outings 

The  Erskine  Orr  Hall  was  also  used  as  a social  centre  for  the  blind, 
eing  available  daily  to  men,  and  on  one  afternoon  per  week,  a special 
women  s meeting  was  held,  when  choral  work  and  reading  from  popu- 
iar  books  by  sighted  volunteers  were  practised.  The  average  attendance 
at  these  meetings  was  30.  The  centre  has  its  own  blind  men’s  domino 
, ln  addition  to  their  own  internal  competitions,  the  local  team 
competed  against  sides  from  other  West  of  Scotland  areas.  Organised 
visits  were  paid  by  the  members  of  the  Greenock  Centre  to  these  other 
m^fuiand  these  vlslts  were  reciprocated  at  Greenock.  There  was  a 
nonthly  afternoon  concert  in  the  Saloon  of  the  Town  Hall  and  the 
nnuai  outing  to  Lochgoilhead  by  arrangement  with  the  Mission  to  the 
ina-  Ail  these  entertainments  and  outings  were  well  attended 
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(i)  Employment 


The  employment,  etc.,  position  of  all  registered 
the  age  of  16  was  as  follows: — 

In  workshops  for  the  blind 
Employed  in  open  Industry 

Home  Workers  

Undergoing  training  for  sheltered  employment 
Undergoing  training  for  open  industry 
Arrangements  for  training  pending 
In  Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh 
Not  capable  of  employment 
Not  available  for  employment  (housewives, 
retired  persons,  etc.)  ... 


blind  persons  over 
M.  F.  T. 

9 1 10 

5 2 7 

1 — 1 

3—3 


10  5 15 

28  80  108 


56  88  144 


(j)  Sheltered  Employment 

All  blind  persons  capable  of  training  and  employment  are  eligible 
to  register  as  disabled  persons  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour.  The 
Ministry  meets  the  cost  of  industrial  rehabilitation  and  training  and 
this  is  normally  carried  out  at  Alwyn  House.  Ceres,  and  at  either  Craig- 
millar  Park,  Edinburgh,  or  the  Glasgow  Workshops  for  the  Blind.  The 
workshops  in  Glasgow,  owned  and  managed  b}r  a Joint  Committe  com- 
posed of  representatives  of  the  various  local  authorities  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  are  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  sheltered  employment  for  blind  persons.  Trainees  there  re- 
ceive allowances  from  the  Ministry  and  serve  an  apprenticeship  of 
five  years;  in  respect  of  all  trained  workers,  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
pays  an  equal  grant  to  the  Committee  amounting  to  75  % of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  them  in  providing  employment  facilities,  subject  to 
a maximum  per  capita  grant  at  the  rate  of  £100  per  annum.  12  per- 
sons on  the  Greenock  Register  are  employed  in  Workshops:  10  of  these 
are  males  (including  2 trainees)  and  1 female,  and  are  employed  in  the 
Glasgow  Workshops,  the  remaining  person  being  a male  emplojred  in 
the  Northern  Counties  Institute  for  the  Blind  Workshop  at  Inverness. 

(k)  Wages  and  Conditions 

The  present  Scheme  of  Wages  and  Conditions  governing  the  train- 
ing and  employment  of  blind  persons  in  Scottish  Sheltered  Workshops 
was  drawn  up  by  the  Joint  Industrial  Advisory  Committee  for  Scottish 
Institutions  for  the  Blind. 

(l)  Employment  in  Open  Industry 

Increasing  emphasis  is  being  placed  today  upon  the  absorption  of 
trained  blind  workers  into  occupation  in  open  industry;  during  the  past 
five  years,  this  has  been  carried  out  successfully  locally  in  the  follow- 
ing cases,  the  employees  earning  the  normal  wage  rate  for  the  job: — 


M.  F.  T. 

Shorthand  Typist  — 1 1 

Telephone  Operator  ...  ...  3 1 4 

Labourer — Hospital  Service  ...  1 — 1 

Office  Messenger  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

5 2 7 
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(m)  Education 


There  are  5 blind  children  under  the  ace  nf  ifi-  i ir-o  k„;„„ 
School  atGlahsegow°yal  BUnd  Sch°01,  Edinburgh'  and  2 at  St.  Vincent's 


(11)  Partially-Sighted  Persons 

mn,.Pnfrtiklly'S(ig,hted  Persons  are  also  visited  by  the  Home  Teacher  and 
most  of  them  take  part  in  the  social  activities  of  the  blind. 


(12)  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

.,  Tbe  Greenock  Mission  to  the  Deaf  carries  out  much  good  work  in 
the  interests  of  deaf  and  dumb  members  of  the  community.  Unfor- 
tunately  the  Mission  lost  the  services  cf  its  very  able  Missioner  Mr 
t?Wa"dsihe  end  cf  1958  and  has  not  been  able  to  engage 
anri  KT<i  thls  extent  its  work  has  been  somewhat  curtailed 

and  has  had  to  be  done  by  voluntary  visitors.  At  the  end  of  1959  there 
were  8i  adults  and  18  children  under  16  years  of  age  on  the  register 
apart  from  20  persons  in  Port  Glasgow  and  Gourock  register. 


(13)  Crippled  and  Other  Classes  of  Handicapped  Persons 
Occupational  Therapy  and  General  Visitation 

of  195^  toSehregfstef  cCntoinedn  173  persons " Duringtohe  yea/L^Lme 
S ff?  person^  'he  dePar,ment's  WeIfare  SSTpl 

beenAaSHto«t»H  £°!tible’  visi£,  (apart  from  occupational  therapy)  have 
]Us.t®d  to  three  monthly  and  six  monthly  intervals.  The  three- 
^ PtthJ^  vlsl^s  are  made  to  those  who  live  alone  or  are  housebound 
and  those  who  do  not  have  outside  contacts.  The  six  monthly  visits 
thpm°=f  ,3  m?re  routine  nature  and  paid  to  those  more  able  to  engage 
themselves  in  normal  social  activities.  ° K 


Practical  assistance  and  advice  on  personal  problems  are  given  sn 

ablement  n°ffiSlble  f P®061-  maintains  close  liaison  with  the  Dis- 

aoiement  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Duties 

The  duties  under  this  head  include: — 

(a)  Receipt  of  information  from  doctors  and  other  professional  agencies 
of  cases  of  mental  illness  and  mental  deficiency. 

(b)  Certification  where  necessary  and  subsequent  removal  of  patients 
to  Mental  Hospitals  or  certified  Institutions. 

(cl  Arrangements  for  guardianship  at  home  or  boarding-out  with  un- 
related  guardians  of  certain  mental  patients  and  mental  defectn  ea 
including  visitation  and  supervision  where  necessary. 

(d)  Submission  of  reports  on  home  conditions  and  employment  pros-; 
pects  of  patients  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  or  put  under  super- 
vision. 

(e)  Reports  to  Sheriff  Court  of  cases  under  the  Criminal  Justice 
(Scotland)  Act. 

(f)  Submission  of  statutory  reports  in  respect  of  the  mental  defectives 
under  Detention  Orders  to  the  General  Board  of  Control  thej 
statutory  supervisory  body. 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care 

The  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act.  1947  (Section  2 , ),j 
provides  for  the  local  authority  making  arrangements  for  the  preven- 
tion of  mental  illness,  the  care  of  persons  suffering  from  such  illness 
or  mental  deficiency,  and  the  after-care  of  such  persons,  but  changes 
in  legislation  concerning  this  are  expected  in  the  new  mental  health 
legislation  at  present  under  Parliamentary  consideration. 

Psychiatric  Clinic 

Accommodation  in  the  Wellpark  Clinic  is  rented  to  the  Renfrew- 
shire Mental  Hospital  Board  and  consultative  sessions  are  given  there 
by  Dr.  R.  Haig  Mitchell,  Physician  Superintendent.  Ravenseraig  Mental 
Hospital. 

Mental  Illness 

During  1959,  33  Greenock  persons  (14  males.  19  females)  were 
certified  as  being  of  unsound  mind  and  removed  to  mental  hospital 
and  134  persons  (57  males,  77  females)  were  admitted  as  voluntary 
patients.  This  was  a decrease  of  1 certified  patient,  but  an  increase  by 
the  same  number  of  voluntary  patients  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  During  1959,  36  certified  (19  males.  17  females)  and  110  volun- 
tary patients  (53  males,  57  females)  were  discharged  from  Ravenseraig 
Mental  Hospital  and  20  certified  cases  (9  males.  11  females)  and  15 
voluntary  patients  (8  males,  7 females)  died. 

Guardianship  Cases 

Local  Authority  Welfare  Officers  are  responsible  for  the  visitation 
and  supervision  of  mental  patients  under  guardianship  and  for  seeing 
that  the  regulations  apertaining  to  them  under  the  relevant  Acts  are 
carried  out.  8 such  patients  are  in  residence  in  Arran  and  1 within 
the  Burgh.  All  patients  are  medically  examined  by  their  doctor  every 
three  months  and  visited  by  the  Welfare  Officer  twice  each  year. 

Mental  Deficiency 

Institutional  Care 

At  the  end  of  the  year.  66  certified  mental  defectives  (40  males.  26 
females)  were  under  care  in  Institutions  and  7 of  these  cases  (5  males. 
2 females)  were  admitted  during  the  year.  One  male  case  was  trans- 
ferred from  home  guardianship  to  Institutional  Care. 
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Guardianship 


31  certified  mental  defectives  (23  males,  8 
Guardianship  locally,  and  9 (6  males,  3 females) 
ship  outside  the  Burgh. 


females)  were  under 
were  under  Guardian- 


• ..DVri?£  the  year  the  department’s  Mental  Health  Visitor  made  475 

'fZt  31“-  certlfifd  and  uncertified  defectives  on  the  register.  Of 

these,  140  were  in  employment  and  58  were  married. 


Supervision 

,,  Tjle.  number  of  visits  to  each  case  varies  according  to  the  need,  and 
the  advice  and  practical  help  given  directly  and  indirectly  are  greatly 
appreciated.  The  majority  on  the  register  (211)  were  between  f 6 and 
" Jears  °t  age  and  it  was  upon  these  that  the  main  emphasis  was  laid 
regards  visitation  and  supervision.  The  remaining  101  were  over 

pn=nffrtSh°/  +ug®'  and  tblsn  grouP  was  Visited  occasionally  in  order  to 
ensure  that  their  essential  needs  were  being  met. 

Effective  supervision  in  the  Mental  Health  field  entails  close  co- 
bodies'  The  General  Board  of  Control  for  Scot- 
land  is  the  statutory  overseeing  body  and  in  Greenock  there  are  5 
aihhonsed  officers—the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Depute  Medical 
Officers °f  Health’  the  WeLfare  Officer  and  his  two  Assistant  Welfare 

is  close  liaison  with  the  psychiatric  staff  at  Ravenscraig 
ental  Hospital,  where  all  but  a few  local  residents  in  need  of  treat- 
ment are  accommodated.  The  pressure  on  hospital  beds  is  very  great  at 
( - . /me  and  Pr°blem  would  no  doubt  be  more  pressing  were  it  not 
DarkhundPrVthP  r6  Cfar^ied  out  at  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  at  Well- 

oT ^^a^scVaigS2rHo1p?talHa,e  M“Che11  PhyS‘Cia"  Superintendent 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  staff  also  plays  an  important  part 
GnirlanPre'rintl0n  °f  I?,ental  illness.  although  an  adequately  staffed  Child 
SentaWr^f^  would  doubt  be  a great  asset  in  the  alleviation  of 
tres?  among  children  and  adolescents  and  might  be  of  con- 
derable  assistance  in  the  problem  of  juvenile  delinquency. 

hori  There  is  also  close  co-operation  with  the  principals  of  the  mentallv- 
5un?nra£Ped  dlV1S1™  Glenburn  Special  School, P of  the  Auchmead 
tarv  °A  cSf CU?-atl°f  Ce^tre.  ?nd  With  the  Greenock  and  District  Volun- 
mSts  on°t,  ^ Mental  Health  The  above  educational  establish- 
Uon  anPd  tn ThiV1?6  ?ealthA  and  Welfare  Department  of  the  Corpora- 
regarrhnp  Aasocl.atlon  for  Mental  Health,  information 

i i ® capabilities  and  principal  needs  of  young  persons  of 

l thSrefoirHkHv3^6’  KWh°  are  ,°f  subnormal  mental  development  and 
'S  tn  pnS  be  in  need  of  some  form  of  assistance  and  super- 

■cfses  wprp  nS  m aeiV  t0  n°rmal  a life  as  Possible.  Several  such 

.cags  were  notified  during  1959,  but  in  no  case  was  certification  neces- 


also  ^n°soernti0r  'Yitb  tbe  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  is 
defect/ vpc’  P^bcularly  in  relation  to  work  finding  and  exemption  of 
of  the  dpfppt-m  Natlonal  Service.  Useful  information  in  the  interests 
• departmfvvfcCtlaXeSft!S  ?,a^ed  on’1  aJ?  the  occasion  arises,  to  such  other 
!ex?elleTco%peratk,n  6 Probation,  with  whom  there  is  also 
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Training  and  Occupation 

Mentally  handicapped  children  unable  to  profit  from  education  in 
the  Special  Schools,  but  able  to  respond  to  occupational  training  suited 
to  their  special  needs,  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Authority  at 
Auchmead  Centre.  The  responsibility  for  this  service  for  those  above 
school  age  (except  those  in  certified  Institutions)  is  laid  on  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act  194 1 ana 
covers  those  under  Guardianship  Order  or  under  Supervision. 

Since  September,  1955,  premises  rented  from  the  Y.W.C.A.  at  2 
Kelly  Street  have  been  the  locus  for  this  service  in  Greenock  to  male 
defectives,  who  attend  from  9.30  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  on  Mondays  to  Fridays 
and  are  provided  with  a three-course  mid-day  lunch  at  a cost  to  each 
trainee  of  1/-  per  day.  The  meals  are  obtained  from  a nearby  Works' 
Canteen  and  are  transported  to  the  Centre  by  members  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  W.V.S.  The  premises  are  well  suited  to  the  purpose  and 
the  pupils  attending— about  24  of  them  regularly  each  day— are  super- 
vised and  trained  in  various  handcrafts  by  Mr  Fitzgerald,  the  Super- 
visor, and  Mr  Stokes,  the  Assistant  Supervisor. 

The  summer  camp  for  the  trainees  was  organised  jointly  by  the 
Supervisor  and  the  local  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Health.  The 
funds  for  the  holiday  were  provided  by  that  body  and  the  use  of 
premises  in  Arran  was  obtained  for  ten  days.  Twenty-two  pupils 
attended  the  camp  along  with  the  Supervisor,  the  Assistant  Supervisor 
and  a Cook. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  one  lad  left  the  Centre  to  take  up 
employment. 


41 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Session  1958-59 

l949D(9Tegartho\Sds^SSm^ar1!^SCh001  ^trants;  as  wel1  aa  Pupils  born  in 
tTn  fi  3 olds)  1945  (13  year  olds)  and  1942  (16  year  olds)  were 

°r,^StematlC  medlcal  inspection.  Those  pupils  born  in  195? 

mmmm 

paid  by  the  nurses  in  nrHer  f„c  hair;  and  many  home  visits  were 

keeping  their  ^ 

Of  school  c h Ad r e n6 over *t h e^  ° a s ° ??0  ^y ea r s ° " TT e n Wffht  afd,  h<^ht 
example,  are.  on  the  average  at C ,nm  137ear  olds  of  today,  for 
taller  than  those  examined  fn' 1938-39. 1 ° bS'  heavier  and  2?  inches 

as  co^pare^wi^fs^sMon^h!^  the,Minor  Ailment  Clinics  increased 

in  getting  infected  adultsTo  come  /orwa^for  foment.0  ^ difflculty 

Residential  ^hooT CamDs^afripJa018  S6nt  a,tatal  of  760  Pupils  to  the 
The  work  n?  Knhf^P  at  G1,enf?nnan  and  Middleton. 

out  faithfully  and  well U arid  the  °ffioe  sta/T  has  once  more  been  carried 

and  their  staffs  has  been  greatly  app^cfated”  °Wn  by  head  teachers 

Fi&ures  for  Session  1958-59 
p erage  Number  of  Children  on  the  Rolls 

outme  (Systematic)  Examinations  (Doctors  and  Nurse) 

Nursery  Class  (Craigieknowes  School) 

Entrants  (5  years  old  plus) 

Second  Age  Group  (9  years  plus) 

Third  Age  Group  (13  years  plus) 

Secondary  Schools  Age  Group  ( 16  years  plus) 

Totals  . 3,719 

Number  of  children  examined: — 

” year~°ld  Group  (vision  and  hearing  only)  1.236 


1,252 

1.174 

1,111 

182 


13,850 
22  25 


22 


25 


Exam. 
1st  2nd 


...  4.955 


Grand  Total 
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Defects  discovered  at  Routine  Examinations 

Number  of  children  with  defects  of  vision  and/or 
teeth 

Number  of  children  with  minor  defects  (other 
than  above  where  complete  recovery  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks) 

Number  of  children  with  more  serious  defects 


306 

876 

98 


Exam. 
1st  2nd 


9 14 


Totals  ...  1,280  9 14 


Note:  The  parents  of  children  suffering  from  a defect  other  than 
dental  caries  were  informed  or  advised.  Advice  arid  treatment  in 
the  case  of  dental  caries  are  the  care  of  the  School  Dental  Depart- 
ment. 


Non-Routine  Examinations  (Nurse): 

Treatment  required  and  parent  informed 
No  action  required 


5.919 

8.812 


Total  ...14.731 


Principal  Defects  found  at  Non-Routine  Examinations: 

Uncleanliness  of  Head 

Uncleanliness  of  Body  

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  clothing 
Unsatisfactory  condition  of  footwear 

Defect  of  vision  

Other  defects 


3.311 

525 

621 

149 

4.606 

...  287 

...  1.026 


Total  ...  5.919 


Re-examinations  (Nurse) 


3.589 


Examination  for  Special  Purposes: 

(a)  for  Employment  Licences  (Doctor) 

(b)  for  Residential  Camp  Schools  (Doctor  and  Nurse) 

(c)  Re-examinations  Camp  Schools  (Nurse) 

(d)  Home  Visits  (Nurse) 

Doctor’s  Inspection  Clinic: 

Number  of  Special  Cases  examined 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 

Number  of  attendances 
Nature  of  Cases: — 

(1)  Cuts,  Bruises,  Injuries,  etc.  ... 

(2)  Diseases  of  Ear.  Nose  and  Throat 

(3)  Diseases  of  Eye 

(4)  Diseases  of  Skin 


6.024  (=  1.435  children) 

225  (=  76  children) 

661  (=  125  children) 

671  (=  197  children) 

4,467  (=  1.037  children) 


GREENOCK  BUKGH  SCHOOLS— ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS— SESSION  1958-59 
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PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

The  duties  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  in  its 
capacity  as  Port  Health  Authority  are  concerned  with  practically  every 
type  of  merchant  vessel  afloat  from  transatlantic  liners  to  tugboats,  in 
all  the  variety  which  the  lower  reaches  of  the  River  Clyde  can  produce, 
Greenock  is  the  port  of  entry  for  a large  proportion  of  tne  passenger  - 
who  enter  Scotland  by  sea,  from  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Africa, 
and  more  recently,  the  West  Indies. 

In  1959,  241  ships  were  boarded  by  the  staff  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority  in  pursuit  of  their  statutory  duties.  In  general,  the  work 
carried  out  involved  the  issuing  of  medical  pratique  to  incoming  vessels, 
attendance  on  the  Immigration  Authorities,  the  inspection  of  ships  to 
exclude  rat  infestation  and  the  examination  of  new  vessels  for  tne 
granting  of  de-ratting  exemption  certificates.  In  addition,  ships  were 
inspected  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  satisfactory  hygienic  standards. 
A fuller  discussion  of  this  work  appears  below  under  the  relevant 
headings. 

On  occasions,  the  Port  Health  Authority  has  been  requested  to 
arrange  for  the  removal  of  sick  or  injured  seamen  or  passengers  to 
hospital  and  in  emergency  circumstances  (not  affecting  quarantinabie 
diseases)  for  medical  advice.  This  does  not  come  under  the  pariicu.ar 
duty  of  port  medical  officers,  but  it  is  never  refused  under  urgent 
circumstances. 

Quarantine 

Duties  in  this  connection  were  maintained  by  day  and  by  night  in 
co-operation  with  H.M.  Customs.  141  ships  arriving  from  foreign  ports 
were  boarded  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  his  staff,  acting  as 
Port  Medical  Officers  and  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens.  There  were  il 
visits  to  the  port  by  transatlantic  liners  which  landed  8.115  passengers 
at  Greenock,  of  whom,  6,501  were  of  British  or  Commonwealth 
nationality  and  1,614  aliens.  The  same  vessels  outward  bound  em- 
barked 6,316  persons  from  the  port.  The  remainder  were  cargo  vessels, 
for  the  most  part,  docking  here.  Their  cargoes  consisted  of  sugar, 
tobacco,  copra,  ground-nuts,  flax-seed,  cotton-seed  and  palm  kernels, 
and  as  a recent  innovation,  bananas  delivered  by  ships  of  the  Elder 
Fyffe  Line,  which  in  addition  carry  passengers. 

Eighteen  of  these  ships  arrived  from  ports  which  had  been  notified 
as  infected  with  quarantinabie  diseases. 

No  cases  of  quarantinabie  disease  were  found  in  any  ships,  but  32 
cases  of  illness  were  encountered  of  which  18  were  of  an  infectious 
nature,  and  5 emergencies.  One  large  vessel  arriving  here  provided  a 
reminder  of  other  disease  by  having  nearly  half  her  crew  ill  with 
dysentery  during  the  preceding  voyage;  two  of  these  were  still  sick 
when  the  vessel  arrived  off  the  Tail  of  the  Bank,  while  the  remaining 
half  of  the  crew  were  close  contacts  who  might  have  been  incubating 
the  disease.  Due  action  was  taken  to  investigate  the  outbreak  and  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  quarantine. 

De-ratting 

One  hundred  ships  were  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  to 
exclude  infestation  by  rats  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  where 
necessary.  In  all,  61  de-ratting  exemption  certificates  were  issued,  inis 
work  also  involved  shops  newly  built  here,  which  were  examined  to 
make  sure  that  their  construction  afforded  the  absolute  minimum  in 
the  way  of  rat  runs  and  harbourages.  In  addition.  3 ships  were  found 
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wUh  by3 fumigation01 6St at ion  (cockroaches)  and  the  situation  was  dealt 

Other  Port  Heath  Work 

anH  Ve-sselsi,0f  the  coastwise  and  esturial  type  were  visited 

and  inspected  during  the  year.  This  involved  the  issue  of  18  rodent 

satilfa1  certlficates  ?s  wel1  as  a general  examination  to  ensure  that 
satisfactory  hygienic  standards  were  being  maintained  as  regards 
accommodation,  catering  arrangements  and  sanitary  facilities 
These  duties  included  the  well  known  Clyde  steamers  which  lie-nn 
here,  as  well  as  the  tug  fleet  which  operates  from  the  port 

as  r^gard^tthelyim^ort^ti1nnnnf>V'a^f0n+-  With  considerable  potentialities 
as  regards  tne  importation  of  infectious  disease  from  abroad  is  the 

ransport  by  air  to  this  country,  of  native  crews  for  Thips  building ^n 
this  country.  These  invariably  arrive  from  Asiatic  ports  that  areSin 
ken\ednndlth  puarantmahJe  diseases  and  consequently  such  crews  are 
certain  that  ° °S6  survePlance  hy  the  port  health  authority  until  it  is 
° person.  1S  carrying  any  such  disease.  During  the  year 

kept  under  sTpervitSn'6"  m thiS  manner  fr°m  India  and  were  duly 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

me  witrhAt'hMf  ^ C.onneil:  Chief.  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  information.  u 

Milk  and  Dairies 

. At  the  three  registered  farms  within  the  Burgh  there  was  a total 
;of  67  cows  at  31st  December.  1959.  and  of  these.  47  were  in  milk  The 

;ar|ratwogfarmage  produced  was  87  per  day.  In  addition,  there 

are  two  farms  which  are  exempt  from  registration  where  a small 

neighbours1”1  k 1S  produced  for  use  by  the  farm  household  or  immediate 

cr.JhV?gistered  dairies  within  the  Burgh  now  number  144  an  in- 
crease of  5 compared  with  1958. 

®fmplfs.  taken  from  local  producers  numbered  14.  Of  these,  two 
samnil°cUt1Clt0  r6  unsatisfactory  due  to  high  bacterial  count.  In  addition 
? v,1  ke*n  fr°m  °ther  sources  totalled  433  as  follows:— pasteurising 
establishments.  50;  wholesale  and  retail  premises  319-  schools  and 
school  kitchens.  38;  and  hospitals,  clinics,  etc.  26  ’ and 


Grade 

No. 

Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

of 

of 

No. 

No. 

High 

Coliform 

Phos- 

2 or 

Milk 

Samples 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Bact. 

Organ- 

phat- 

more 

— 

Count 

1 isms 

ase 

tests 

Certified 

15 

13 

9 

1 

Tuberculin-tested 

Tuberculin-tested 

23 

22 

l 

i 

— 

1 

(Pasteurised) 

II 

11 

Pasteurised 

384 

348 

36 

— 

31 

4 

1 

Total 

433 

394 

39 

1 

32 

4 

2 
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Ice  Cream 


Samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  with  the 


Unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory' 

Coliform 

Organisms 

High 

Bacterial 

Count 

Coliform 
Organisms 
and  High 
Bacterial 
Count 

120 

95 

25 

10 

5 

10 

Rinsings 


Unsatisfactory  by 

reason  of 

No- 

Taken 

No- 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Coliform 

Organisms 

High 

Bacterial 

Count 

Coliform 
Organisms 
and  High 
Bacterial 
Count 

7 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

FOOD  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD 

In  all  during  the  year  there  were  received  from  member*  of  ihe 
public  18  complaints  alleging  that  certain  articles  °: f food  ’ v vere  uns. ound 
and  unfit  for  human  consumption,  viz:— 1 each  relating  to  soup.  .u. 
tanas  bananas,  pork  pie.  strawberries,  beetroot,  loaf,  apple  tart,  and 
barn  biscuit.  3 to  sausages.  2 to  aerated  water,  and  4 to  milk.  In  6 in- 
stances it  was  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint  and  it  was 
not  necessary  for  this  Department  to  take  any  action.  In  the  remain- 
ing twelve  instances,  action  was  taken  by  the  Department  to  pre\  ent 
a recurrence  of  the  complaints. 

The  total  quantities  of  unsound  food  seized  in  terms  of  Section  9 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act  1956  during  the  year  amounted 
to  22.650  lbs.  21  ozs.  of  which  7.438  lbs.  10 A ozs.  were  tinned  food.  This 
work  necessitated  266  visits  of  inspection  being  made. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  are  the  offensive  trades  within  the  Burgh: 

1.  Public  Slaughterhouse,  with  which  the  following  are  associated 
in  buildings  within  the  same  curtilage:— 

(a)  The  Greenock  Hide.  Skin  & Tallow  Co.  Ltd.,  carrying  on  the 
business  of  Hide  Factors: 

(b)  Ramsay  & Co.,  carrying  on  the  business  of  Hide  Factors: 

(c)  The  Greenock  and  District  Fleshers’  Association,  carrying  on 
the  business  of  Tripe  Cleaners. 
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2.  The  Shaw  Water  Chemical  Works  of  British  Charcoals  and 
Macdonalds  Ltd.,  where  large  quantities  of  bones  are  dealt  with  in  the 
manufacture  of  charcoal,  artificial  manure  and  certain  by-products. 

3.  James  Thomson  and  Sons,  Fellmongers  and  Wool  Merchants. 
Inspection  revealed  that  these  businesses  are  being  conducted  in  a 

satisfactory  manner. 


TOWN  PLANNING 

The  following  information  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr  R L 
Rankin,  Master  of  Works: — 

Control  of  Development 

During  the  year.  206  applications  for  planning  permission  in  respect 
of  residential,  commercial  and  industrial  developments  were  investi- 
gated and  40  applications  for  permission  to  display  advertisements. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 
Sewers 

1,289  lineal  yards  of  6 in.  diameter. 

1.928  lineal  yards  of  9 in.  diameter. 

300  lineal  yards  of  12  in.  diameter. 

256  lineal  yards  of  15  in.  diameter. 

40  lineal  yards  of  21  in.  diameter. 

37  lineal  yards  of  24  in.  diameter. 

295  lineal  yards  of  30  in.  diameter. 

Culverts 

400  lineal  yards  of  36  in.  diameter. 

Major  repair  work  was  carried  out  to  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the 
Burgh  and  minor  repair  works  including  the  clearing  of  several 
chokages  were  also  dealt  with.  Regular  cleaning  and  clearance  of 
burns  and  culverts  was  also  carried  out  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

The  following  houses  were  completed  during  the  year: — 

I Private  Enterprise 

Villas,  7 apts. 

Bungalows,  self  contained,  4 apts. 

Bungalows,  semi-detached,  2/6-apt.,  8/4-apt 

Houses  converted  into  flats.  3/3-apt„  3/4-apt.,  3/5-apt. 


Scottish  Special  Housing  Association 

th  «Nn  h9uses  were  completed  during  the  year  by  the  S.S.H  A 
rw.  l wing  houses  were  under  construction  by  the  Association  on 
December.  1959: — 

Fancy  Farm  Site— 122/3-apt..  53/4-apt 

N.  Maukinhill  Site— 59/3-apt„  41/4-apt.  


22 

but 

31st 

175 

100 


Total 


275 
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Greenock  Corporation 

Castle  Road — 6/3-apt. 

Leven  Road — 4/3-apt.,  5/4-apt. 

Kestrel  Crescent— 8/3-apt.  ... 

Ravenscraig — 8/2-apt. 

Castle  Road/Bridgend  Road — 28/3-apt..  12/4-apt. 
Bawhirley  Road/Barnhill  Street — 5/3-apt..  4/4-apt. 
Banff  Road— 4/3-apt.,  6/4-apt.  ... 

Ann  Street/Dempster  Street — 4/2-apt..  12/3-apt. 

High  Street/Smith  Street— 2/3-apt.,  2/4-apt. 

E.  Crawford  St./Auchendarroch  St. — 13/3-apt..  7/4-apt. 
Central  Area  3rd  Development — 24/3-apt..  24/4-apt. 
Kilmacolm  Road — 40/3-apt.,  8/4-apt. 

Larkfield  No.  2,  Sec.  H — 38/3-apt..  14/4-apt. 


6 

9 

3 
8 

40 

9 

10 
16 

4 

20 

48 

48 

52 


Total  . . 278 


There  were  378  houses  under  construction  by  the  Local  Authority 
at  31st  December.  1959. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  provided  by  Mr  John 
M.  Leiper,  Water  Engineer: — 

The  supply  of  water  for  domestic  use  amounted  to  1.949.465,000 
gallons  which  is  equivalent  to  5,341.000  gallons  per  day  or  68  gallons 
per  head  of  the  population  per  day. 

The  total  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  (excluding  compensation 
supplies)  amounted  to  5.326.080.000  gallons  equivalent  to  14.o92.000 
gallons  per  day. 

The  whole  of  the  filtered  water  supply  continued  to  be  chlorinated 
after  filtration,  and  the  bacteriological  analysis  of  the  supplies  showed 
the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

Periodical  analyses  were  also  made  by  Messrs  R.  R.  Tatlock  & 
Thomson.  Glasgow,'  of  the  chemical  composition  of  the  water,  which 
showed  it  to  be  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


METEOROLOGY 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  recorded  at  Prospecthill  Water- works 
amounted  to  53.68  inches  or  12.8%  below  the  average  for  70  years  from 
1890  to  1959. 

The  greatest  rainfall  recorded  in  24  hours  occurred  on  11th  July 
when  1.61  inches  fell. 

There  were  161  dry  days  during  the  year. 

Bright  sunshine  amounted  to  1159.2  hours  compared  with  1151J' 
hours  during  1958. 
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meat  inspection 


Number  and  type  of  animals  slaughtered: 


Class 

-O 

11 

U 

U 0) 
V -M 

•g-s 

|i 

in 

Number 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Percentage 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

I Whole  Carcases 
j condemned  for 
; Tuberculosis 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned  for 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  for 
other  Diseases 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned  for 
other  Diseases 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

2,004 

265 

8 

.39 

— 

1 

— 

6 

Cows 

2,069 

2 

09 

o 

2 

Heifers 

668 

1 

20 

Swine 

Sheep 

2,181 

10,126 

14 

.64 

— 

1 

8 

3 

Calves 

494 

- | 

- 

— 

5 

i 

10 

Total 

17,807 

24 

.13 



1 

9 

49 

the  Salor^rt"!.' co^eSa°L“?SUs:-Ch  reSPOnSible 

I Tota!  Condemnations — Emaciation.  2;  Pyrexia  p Ppritnnitio  i ■ 
cer.  1;  Septic  Pericarditis.  1;  Endocarditis.  1;  Joint  111,  1;  Dropsy  l’ 

10:  AbsSes%lTrittmi:T1UberCUl0SlS'  >•  Inj”les’  **  Adhesions.' 

IJearwIsttZlre^rifqU^Tlbl^  °rganS  COndemned  dh™g  the 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 

imenSned^AcTs1!1-  “ 3 Summary  of  work  carried  out  under  the  above- 

inspections  made  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  364 

Written  notices  ...  12 

Prosecutions 

Defects  found  ~ 

Defects  remedied 
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TABLE  I — VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births.  Deaths  and  Marriages  


Numbers 

Registered 

in 

District 

Transfers 

' — 

Corrected  Numbers 

Out 

In 

Both 

Sexes 

Males 

Females 

Total  Live  Births 
(inch  Illegitimate) 
Illegitimate  Births 
Stillbirths 
Marriages 
Deaths 

1,902 

60 

53 

597 

1.C93 

320 

16 

11 

214 

53 

8 

2 

56 

1,635 

« 

44 

935 

831 

24 

18 

498 

804 

28 

26 

437 

TABLE  II.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Corrected  for  Transfers)— REGISTRAR  GENERAL,  1959 
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TABLE  IV  — SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIONS  DISEASES,  1959 


55 


TABLE  V — MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIONS  DISEASES.  1959 
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TABLE  VI. 

The  following  cases  from  the  Burgh  were  removed  to  Gateside 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Number 
1 Admitted 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Chicken  pox 

4 

Dysentery 

40 

Food  Poisoning 

11 

Jaundice.  Acute  Infective 

i 

i 

Q 

Malaria 

Measles 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 

o 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primarv 

102 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise 

notifiable) 

40 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis 

5 

49 

Typhoid  Fever  and  Paratyphoid  !) 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

Other  Diseases  .... 

455 

Totals  

743 
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TABLE  VII.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RATES— 1900-1959 


Whooping 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Cough 

Year 

C 

rt 

h 

c® 

C ® 

r3  ^ 

U U 

G « 

1-4  Dh 

1 

?§ 

c 

Q u L 

A C 
rt  c 

as, 

3 » 

« a 
(J  u 

2 1 
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O O 

s®. 

'O  ^ 

O u 
C C 

l-H  Q« 

0) 

rt® 
u ® 

£®. 

£ £ 
Q a 

. 

X C 
a « 
t: u 
2 S 
a a 

(J  ll 

c 

2 

CO 

2® 
G © 

a - 

3 

'o  u 
G C 
•—  0, 

C 

si 

ii 

>>  . 

3 Z 
t,  ° . 
1 

*£.  C- 
& £ 1 

O 

u 

CO 
u © 

J®. 

o u 
G C 
— C.  ; 

c 

rt  X 

z® 

% t 

>•  . 

« z 
z <- 

C u 
— c 
C-  c- 

U u 

1900-1904  i 

4.33 

0.32 

6.98 

2.58 

0.28 

28.43 

L2.74 

0.36 

2.92  I 

4.54 

0.5S  13.25 

1 

1905-1909 

2.15 

0.10 

4.2.9 

0.82 

0.15 

19.35 

14.30 

0.40 

2.73  j 

4.02 

0.57  14.09 

1910-1914 

5.69 

0.22 

3.56 

1.44 

0.14 

12.02 

18.93 

0.55  ' 

3.06  j 

5.49  ; 

0.44 

8.51 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1.90 

3.73 

2.74 
1.36 
3.95 

0.11 

0.76 

0.06 

0.01 

0.06 

6.08 

2.04 

2.29 

0.91 

1.58 

1.72 

1.61 

1.23 

0.70 

1.10 

0.16 

0.19 

0.12 

0.03 

0.03 

9.70 

11.81 

10.20 

5.35 

3.40 

14.32 

17.16 

10.12 

10.19 

15.26 

0.65  1 
0.95 
0.20  | 
1.25  ! 
0.32 

4.58  i 
5.55  | 
1.99 
12.33 
2.13  ! 

9.33 
0.72  j 
11.43  I 
4.53  , 
2.36 

0.73 

0.05 

0.80 

0.33 

0.16 

7.81 

7.01 

7.05 

7.47 

6.91 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1.47 
1.31 
1.36 
4.90 
2.64 
1.21 
3.85 

3.48 
0.84 
2.02 

0.04 

0.01 

0.01 

0.07 

0.06 

0.01 

0.00 

0.06 

0.01 

0.00 

3.36 

0.93 

0.90 

1.50 

2.30 

1.01 

0.00 

1.77 

1.49 

0.00 

1.28 

1.76 

1.04 

1.37 

1.79 

2.11 

3.33 

3.20 

2.91 

2.41 

0.07 

0.07 

0.08 

0.07 

0.06 

0.09 

0.13 

0.03 

0.17 

0.07 

5.82 

4.19 

8.23 

5.35 

3.40 

4.65 

4.04 

1.15 

6.06 

3.03 

5.71 

3.69 

36.32 

6.31 

23.02 

1.07 

24.57 

7.76 

29.49 

0.52 

0.24  ! 
0.00 
2.17 
0.14 
0.59 
0.00 
0.46 
0.02 
1.02 
0.02 

4.34  1 
0.00 
5.93 
2.33 
2.59 
0.00 
1.89 
0.31 
3.46 
4.64 

6.88 

0.62 

13.31 

0.41 

15.87 

6.53 
0.71 
5-24 

8.53 
6.25 

0.27 

0.00 

0.9S 

0.02 

0.54 

0.39 

0.01 

0.09 

0.51 

0.46 

3-97 

0.00 

5.36 

5.88 
3.45 
5.76 
1.72 

1.88 
6.06 
7.44 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

3.61 

3.69 
10.69 
14.10 

5.40 

1.17 

0.96 

2.70 
6.44 
2.94 

0.08 

0.07 

0.12 

0.11 

0.05 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.07 

0.82 

2.35 

2.05 

1.17 

0.80 

0.93 

2.12 

1.28 

0.54 

1.14 

0.83 

1.57 

1.06 

1.44 

2.05 

2.31 

1.52 

1.34 

0.59 

1.04 

1.11 

0.06 

0.03 

0.05 

0.10 

0.18 

0.07 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

3.87 

3.57 

3.47 

4.90 

8.15 

4.91 
1.85 

4.16 
3.52 
3.29 

25.09 

1.48 

38.04 

3.95 

21.30 

13.41 

11.25 

24.95 

1.21 

0.55 

0.34 
0.00 
0.90 
0.00 
0.15 
0.03 
0.04 
0.13 
0.02 
1 0.00 

1.35 

0.00 

2.38 

0.00 

0.70 

0.27 

0.44 

0.54 

2.02 

0.00 

6.24 
3.97 
3.30 
11.14 
1.64 
13.37 
1.39 
13.03 
1.89 
, 7.95 

0.18 

0.11 

0.06 

0.55 

0.06 

0.32 

0.01 

0.38 

0.02 

0.11 

2.92 
2.86 
1.90 
4.96 
3.81 
2.42 

5's9 

2.93 
1.29 
1.39 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1.43 

1.45 

2.51 
1 1.84 
1 0.96 

1.52 
1 1.74 
| 1.88 
! 4.03 

4.65 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 
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